MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau




December  2004

FIRE CHIEF: Larry Brassard has been appointed as Milton’s Fire Chief, effective December 31st.  Currently Deputy Chief/Chief of Operations with Halton Hills Fire Department, Mr. Brassard brings a wide range of fire and police services experiences in the Region of Halton. A Retirement Reception for Fire Chief Harold Penson will be held December 9th to recognize his contribution of 35 years to the Milton Fire Department.

DELEGATIONS: Council received delegations on the Taxi & Limousine Licensing By-Law, the Lower Base Line Road Closure, and the Animal Control By-law.

SERVICE AGREEMENTS: The Town of Milton will sign Reciprocal Fires Service Agreements with the Town of Halton Hills and the City of Mississauga to provide first response to rural areas from the nearest fire station.

Temporary Traffic Signals will be installed at Derry Road & Commercial Street/Santa Maria Boulevard (Milton Sports Centre) in mid-December. The Region has scheduled this intersection for reconstruction next year.

Fourth Line, Derry Road: The section of roadway from Main Street East/James Snow Parkway is proposed to be closed effective December 7th. This closure is ahead of schedule due to safety concerns, but would be required in the future for work at the railway tracks and the widening of Derry Road.

Bronte Road: Water main replacement work on Bronte Road north of Main Street should be completed by mid-December.

Miles Street, Barton Street, Bowes Street: Final designs were approved for these reconstruction projects in 2005 and 2006 subject to budget considerations.

Trafalgar road, britannia to hwy 401: Preliminary design drawings are now available, with a proposed two-year construction in 2007-2008.  Further information is available through the Region.

ZONING AMENDMENT BY-LAWS: Public meetings were held on requests to permit a professional office within an existing structure at 142 Martin Street and to change the Business Park Zone to a site-specific Business Park at 901 Steeles Avenue East. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for consideration.  If you wish to comment or would like further information on either application, contact the Town Planning Department.

BUSINESS LICENSING BY-LAW:  Council held a statutory Public Meeting on the proposed Business Licensing By-Law. A report, including all comments will be brought forward to Council for approval.  If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town Clerk. The proposed by-law is available on the Town website.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION: On behalf of the Milton Historical Society, Audrea Lear-Costigan recognized the Town and the Community Fund for their support of the Waldie Blacksmith Shop. 

ELECTRONIC SERVICES: eSolutions Group was awarded a contract to develop an Electronic Service Delivery Strategy with enhancements to include on-line credit card payments, an eStore, and subscription services.

GREENBELT LEGISLATION: Council endorsed the Joint Submission on the Draft Greenbelt Plan and Bill 135 as prepared by the Region and its four municipalities.

TALK OF THE TOWN: The latest edition of the Town’s newsletter will be mailed shortly.  Please notify the Town if you do not receive this publication.
ROBERTSON LAGOONS: Council approved the drilling of test boreholes to determine if contaminates have migrated onto lands adjacent to the ponds where contaminates were previously removed.

HERITAGE BARN: Council received a report recommending the removal of a Heritage Barn at 8445 Boston Church Road. Upon the recommendation of Heritage Milton, efforts will be made to salvage rather than demolish the structure, encouraging reconstruction at another location.
HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE: The Milton Fire Department will conduct their annual holiday food drive on Saturday, December 4th, canvassing neighbourhoods in Fire Trucks and collecting food items for the Milton Salvation Army Food Bank.

BUS TERMINAL: Milton Transit was authorized to enter into an agreement with GO Transit for the use of the Milton GO Transit Station.

SIDEWALK SNOW CLEARING: An additional 6.21 kilometres of sidewalk was recommended for snow clearing to include new areas of town, transit access and school access.  Sidewalks will be prioritized as Primary, Secondary, or Tertiary. Residents will continue to be responsible for maintaining walkways adjacent to their properties.

REGIONAL CYCLING COMMITTEE: Regional Councillor Barry Lee was appointed as Milton’s representative to the Halton Regional Cycling Committee. Two citizen representatives from Milton will also be appointed, with applications being received by the Region until December 23rd. 

REGIONAL FORESTS: A Public Open House was held to present the Draft Management Plan for Halton’s Regional Forests, with recommendations on balancing the preservation and public access of these 1645 acres, nearly all of which are in Milton. This plan is also available on the Region’s website and in the Citizen Reference Library at the Regional Administration Building. Comments can be forwarded to Paul Attack (attackp@region.halton.on.ca) at the Region until December 10th. 

WEB SITE:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

REPRESENTATIVES: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town ‘s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council happenings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

