MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Cindy Lunau





July 2004

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council happenings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

SHERWOOD SURVEY – Council received four major reports on the Sherwood Survey that will have a 20-year impact on the Town.  1) Long Term Fiscal Impact Assessment of Growth.  2) Financial Agreements with Sherwood Survey Landowners.  3) Amended Financial Agreement for phase 1B of the Bristol Survey. 4) Sherwood Survey Secondary Plan and Related Studies.  Very briefly, the Fiscal Impact forecasts a 4.6% tax increase in future Operating Budgets (subject to yearly budget considerations by Council).  In the Financial Agreements, developers agreed to an additional Capital Provision of $1750/unit (in addition to approximately $8,229/unit Town Development Charges), an Over Contribution for Parkland $340-$454/unit, Cash Flow Assistance of $2500/unit  and dedication of Woodlots without charge.  This is an”‘unprecedented” agreement that places the burden of growth on developers.  The Sherwood Survey Secondary Plan & Related Studies follows four years of Reports, seven Open Houses, numerous Land Owner meetings and much input from the public.  Related studies include Master Transportation/Transit Plan, Subwatershed & Environmental, Water & Wastewater Servicing, Parks & Facilities Master Plan and Urban Design Guidelines.  

WEST NILE VIRUS - The Region reported on control and monitoring measures.  Dead crows and blue jays should be reported to the Region.  If you suspect you have been infected (minor flu-like symptoms) you are encouraged to visit your doctor or a walk-in clinic for a blood test.  For a list of family physicians accepting new patients, call 905-878-2383, ext. 5021#.

ROAD CLOSURES – Projects requiring closure of roads include

Thompson Road, south of Derry Road: August 3 –  8 (Storm Sewer)

Fourth Line, south of Derry Road: August 23 – 28 (Storm Sewer) 

Twiss Road, Derry Road to Steeles Avenue: August 1 – November 15 (reconstruction)

Sixth Line Nassagaweya, 5 sideroad to 15 sideroad: August – November (bridge reconstruction)

Guelph Line, north of Brookville to 20 sideroad: environmental approvals delayed. Construction set for  2005.

COMMUNITY PARK MASTER PLAN - Council approved the Community Park Master Plan for the 100+ acre park at Derry Road & Regional Road 25, including the existing Sports Centre and Milton Tennis Club.  Future phases through 2012 include four soccer fields, two ball diamonds, spray pad facility, beach volleyball court, playground & park and natural woodlot & trails. 

COUNCIL COMPENSATION – Council voted to refer benefits & expense policy to 2005 budget discussions, increase compensation by 3% in accordance with corporate policy for non-union staff, and maintain the 1/3 tax free allowance.  This brings compensation to $19,039 for Councillors and $44,339 for the Mayor.

PUBLIC ACCESS DEFIBULATORS – The Town is proceeding with training for this program to launch in September.  It will include defibulators in Fire service vehicles and Town facilities.  In a separate program, Police Services approved a defibulator for the police vehicle (affectionately called NassCar) assigned to the Nassagaweya community, also effective this fall.

HERITAGE BUILDINGS FOR SALE – The Town recently acquired properties at 155 Mary Street and 167 Mary Street.  Since the buildings will not be required and have heritage significance, Council approved a Request for Proposals (RFP) to relocate the dwellings.  More information will soon be available through the Planning Department.

CENTENNIAL FOREST MANOR – Council approved zoning to permit a four storey, 51 unit adult apartment building by HD Investments on Centennial Drive (Ontario Street & Drury Park).
ARKELL WELL UPDATE – The City of Guelph has not yet applied for additional water taking permits.  However, Guelph has submitted a report on a Long Term Monitoring Program and Draft Terms of Reference for the Well Interference Committee for their Water Supply Strategy.  Region has retained an independent hydrologist to review this material.  Guelph has also committed to monitoring household wells in the vicinity.  For more information on this program, call Dave Belanger at 519-837-5627 (Guelph City Hall).

RAILWAY CROSSING – Council approved $15,000 as a contribution for design fees for the installation of flashing lights and bells at the railway crossing on First Line Nassagaweya, north of 17 sideroad.  It is a joint initiative with the Guelph Junction Railway, owned by the City of Guelph. Construction will be included in the 2005 budget.

ROTARY PARK – The Park is open!  Heated outdoor pool (beach pool & lap pool), change rooms, washrooms, covered pavilion, splash zone, and renovations of park components.  

QUARRY SUSPENSION – The Ministry of Natural Resources has once again suspended the license of Woodlawn Guelph Ltd. operating a sand & gravel quarry on the west side of Twiss Road at the terminus of Reid Sideroad. (This is NOT related to the operation on Campbellville Sideroad.) 

SLOTS REVENUE:  A cheque for $1,384,135 was received representing the Town’s allocation of second quarter revenue from the Slots at Mohawk.  All revenue is held in Reserves for allocation in the following budget year.

SMOKE -FREE BY-LAW - Enforcement of local by-laws will be enhanced in the Region through a one-time grant of $50,000 from the Association of Local Public Health Agencies.

MILTON TRANSIT – Council approved new routes and fares effective August 16th.  A ‘no charge’ introduction to the service will be offered August 16 – September 20th.  A Transit Advisory Committee will be formed including two members of Council (Councillors Curtis & Schau), the Mayor, and two members of the public. Citizens are invited to apply for these positions.

PARKING ENFORCEMENT – The Canadian Corps of Commissionaires will assist in enforcing parking by-laws within the Town of Milton.  Warnings will be issued between August 3 & August 15 for introduction & education.  Special parking consideration can be obtained for overnight guests & special needs on an occasional basis through a dedicated control line, 905-878-7211, ext. 2530.

PUBLIC MEETING – for a proposed zoning amendment to permit business/commercial uses (including gas bar, car wash, convenience & restaurant uses) at the north east corner of James Snow Parkway & Main Streets.  Comments & concerns should be submitted to Town Planning for inclusion in a future Report to Council.  

WEB SITE:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, and press releases.  www.milton.ca. 

 REPRESENTATIVES:  Please call us with questions, comments and concerns.  Barry Lee 519-824-0679 or 1-888-317-2292.  Jan Mowbray 519-853-4492 mowbrayj@sympatico.ca.  Cindy Lunau 519-853-3772 cindy@in.on.ca.  (The 853 exchange is a local call from Milton.) Mayor Krantz gord.kratz@milton.ca. Town Hall 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

