MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau
December 13, 2005

Proclamations – December 3rd was the International Day of Disabled Persons.

Special Recognition – The Town recognized Reckitt Benckiser Canada as the first new company in Milton Crossings Business Park. Rob Ramsay of Verus Partners, developers of Milton Crossings was also recognized in the presentation.

Outdoor Furnace By-law – Council deferred consideration of the matter pending clarification of the role of the Ministry of the Environment.

Parking Enforcement – Milton’s Parking Enforcement Officers are now equipped with hand-held computers to produce parking tickets and aid in identifying registered exemptions. Residents can request up to 16 special considerations per plate per year by phoning Parking Control, including an after hours voice mail system. Unless otherwise posted, Milton has a three-hour parking limit.

“Before You Buy” – Staff presented a draft copy of a booklet that the development community will be required to provide to prospective buyers, addressing the most common questions & concerns raised by new home owners. This information will also be available on the web site. Costs will be recovered through sub-division agreements.

Milton Community Fund – Council approved the following recommendations by CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee) for the Fall allocation program totaling $232,889, the total remaining in the 2005 fund: $19, 850 to Milton Skating Club; $16,545 to Milton Youth Soccer Club; $3,772 to Milton Community Nursery School;$14,000 to Ontario Steam & Antique Preservers Association; $20,323 to 820 Chris Hadfield Squadron/Royal Canadian Air Cadets; $2,800 to Milton Music Teachers Association; $10,015 to Big Brothers of Halton; $5,106 to Canadian Mental Health Association/Halton Region Branch; $3,000 to Halton Women’s Place; $4,350 to Community Living North Halton; $6,170 to North Halton Girls Hockey Association; $14,000 to Milton Masters Aquatic Club; $8,480 to Halton Children’s Aid Society; $900 to Kamil Karbonowski; $5,980 to Victorian Order of Nurses; $20,411 to John Howard Society of Peel-Halton; $51,904 to Halton Healthcare Services/Milton District Hospital; $1,708 to Milton Scorpions; $1,200 to Mavericks Jr. B Lacrosse; $15,000 to Food for Thought; $7,375 to Milton Lacrosse Association. Full information on the Community Fund is available on the web.

Disposal of Road Allowance – Council agreed to sell the unopened road allowance at North East Trafalgar Road & Lower Base Line to George & Helen Vastis with conditions.

OMERS Pension Plan – Council voted to request that the Government of Ontario reconsider the advisability of proceeding with Bill 206, OMERS Pension Plan, in its current form. 

Notice of Motion – Council supported Councillor Schau’s Motion to request Halton Region allocate a portion of the Canada-Ontario Affordable Housing Program Funds for use in Milton.

2004 Annual Report – Council received the 2004 Annual Report for Milton, now available for distribution and posted on the web site.

Henderson Park and Barnstable Bridges – Based on reports by Town staff, Heritage Milton and the Milton Historical Society, Council voted not to proceed with designation of these structures.

Milton Hydro Holdings – As shareholder of this Corporation, Council determined that the annual dividend of $750,000 be allocated to Milton’s 2006 capital budget

Zoning Amendments – Council approved the development of a 27-hole golf course/clubhouse at 5527 Trafalgar Road, Hornby, pending water taking permits from the Ministry of the Environment. Council voted Draft Plan approval to Mattamy for a subdivision at the southwest corner of Thompson Road and Derry Road for 272 semi and town house units.

Tree Cutting By-law – Council voted that authority for enforcement of the Halton Tree Cutting Bylaw 121-05 be delegated to the Region of Halton.

MPAC Presentation – Greg Baxter from the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation reported on the recently released property assessments. The average assessment in Milton is $291,000. The average increase in Milton was 11.73% compared with a Regional increase of 14.13% and Provincial increase of 12%. Local increases were 11.19% Ward 1, 13.28% Ward 2, 10.67% Ward 3, 12.06% Ward 4. Total assessment determines the tax base. If your property value has changed, your taxes will be proportionately higher (or lower) than the average increase. You can request ‘reconsideration’ of your assessment (at no charge) until December 31, 2006, or a ‘review’ (application & fees required) until March 31st, 2006. For more information, call 1-866-296-6722 or www.mpac.ca.

Public Meetings: Statutory Public meetings were held regarding the following: Draft of Taxicab and Limousine By-law amendments. Proposed zoning amendments and subdivision (Mattamy Homes) for 770 units east of Tremaine Road, North of Derry Road. Proposed zoning amendments and subdivision (Mil-Con One) 30 units East of Tremaine Road, South of Maine Street West. Once all comments have been received, reports will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Leash-Free Park – Council directed staff to work to identify opportunities for a leash-free park as a pilot project.

Transit Agreement – Council directed staff to enter an agreement to permit transit access to the Milton Crossroads property.

Swimming Pool Policy – Council approved policies for pool admission, including wristbands to identify children with skills to swim safely in the deep end.

Road Design – Council approved the final design for reconstruction of Bell Street from Robert Street to Meadowbrook Drive.

Santa Parade – Campbellville traditionally holds “The last Santa Claus Parade” in Canada on the last Sunday before Christmas – this year December 18th, 1:30 pm.

Road Construction – The Region road reconstruction of Derry Road from Bronte Street to James Snow Parkway will continue until June 2007.

Free Transit Rides – Milton Transit offers free rides on all five bus routes on Wednesday December 21st from 9am – 4pm to assist holiday shoppers in Milton.

New Year’s Eve – Residents are invited to celebrate the traditional ringing in of the New Year with bell ringers from the Royal Canadian Legion Branch #136 recognizing 2005 as the Year of the Veteran, commencing at 11:45pm on December 31st in Victoria Park.

New Year’s Levee – The Mayor and Council invite residents to this Annual Levee on January 1st, 1:30-3:30pm at Town Hall, co-hosted by the Milton Historical Society.

2006 Budget – Council approved the 2006 Capital & Operating Budget on December 12th to include a 3% tax increase. Details in future column.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council happenings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

