MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau

September 9, 2005

Proclamations - September 19-23 is MADD Halton Awareness Week. September is Big Brothers and Big Sisters Month.

United Way Kick-Off Barbeque – On September 17th, members of Council will join with United Way volunteers to kick off the 2005 campaign with a barbeque in front of Loblaws. Tickets are still available for the Milton Stakes Race & United Way Dinner at Mohawk Racetrack on October 1st.

Community Festival – Council designated the Halton Agricultural Society Fall Fair Festivities at the Milton Fairgrounds, September 23rd - 25th as a Community Festival.

Traffic Signals – The Province has agreed to the need for traffic control signals at the westbound off-ramp of Hwy. 401 and James Snow Parkway with the installation of temporary signals as an interim measure.

GreenCart Organics Demonstration Program – The Region will hold a public information open house in each Halton municipality – in Milton on Wednesday, September 14, 5 – 8:30pm at the Halton Regional Museum in Kelso. Selected areas in each municipality will serve as demonstration areas beginning October 3rd. Milton ‘s area is Milburough Line to Tremaine Road between Hwy 401 & Steeles Avenue. 

Community Services Guide – The Fall/Winter edition is now available with registrations for this season’s programs now being accepted. Additional copies of the guide are available through Town Hall & Town facilities.

Turkey Trophy – In spite of a valiant last minute comeback, Milton retains the Turkey Trophy, a dubious honour. Halton Hills council & staff defeated Milton in this annual baseball challenge with a score of 17-9. (Milton still holds the best historical record, but only by one game.)

Firefighters – The Milton fire department is recruiting full-time & part-time firefighters. For more information, call the Fire Department at 905-878-9251. Applications also available on the Town’s web site.

Town Hall Expansion – In preparation for the expansion of Town Hall, the following Town Services are now temporarily located at Town Hall Annex, 555 Industrial Drive: Community Services, Engineering Services, Planning & Development. 555 Industrial Drive is located north of Steeles Avenue (south of Market Drive) between west of Bronte Street (east of Peru Road.)

Slot Revenue – Second quarter revenue from Mohawk slots amounted to $1,471,365, for a grand total of $35,632,993 since the agreement with the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation. 2005 revenue will be held and used to fund 2006 Capital Projects & the Milton Community Fund.

24 Hour Parking – Following a request from 57% of residents, Council approved 24 hour parking on the west side of Cardinal Court, with prohibited parking on the east side. 

User Fees – Council approved new schedules of User Fees, allowing for a projected rate of inflation of 2% in some areas and new fees for certain services. These fees should generate additional revenues of approximately $28.000. (A 2% increase in all areas would generate $90,000.)

Property By-laws – By-laws were passed to: Apportion the cost of division fences. To regulate property maintenance, composting, standing water & derelict motor vehicles. To prohibit the obstruction, encumbering, damaging or fouling of highways.
Zoning Amendments Public Meetings – Proposed amendment to permit a specialty fitness centre at 1580 Derry Road. Proposed amendment & Plan of Subdivision to permit 115 single detached, 126 semi-detached homes, neighbourhood park and school. (Shellrock Developments Ltd.) on the south of Derry Road, east of Regional Road 25. Once all comments have been received, reports will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Canada-Ontario Municipal Rural Infrastructure Program – Council endorsed the reconstruction of the Henderson and Barnstable Bridges on Lower Base Line as highest priority projects for application to Intake 2 in this program. Following a related report, Council decided not to proceed with designation of these bridges as Heritage Structures.

Approved Zoning Amendments – To permit an Auto Commercial zone at north/west corner of Steeles Avenue and James Snow Parkway. To remove Site Specific zoning (Rock ‘N Bull) to standard Business Park and a Temporary Use By-law to permit a Truck Repair Facility at 53-57 Steeles Avenue. 

Denied Zoning Amendment – Council denied an application to permit development of a condominium apartment complex with 264 units (Maple Crossing Developments) at the northwest corner of Main Street & Maple Avenue.

2006 Operating Budget – Council requested staff to prepare the 2006 Operating Budget showing options of tax impacts of 0%, 2.5% and 5% increase.

Presentations – Council received reports on a G>IS Strategic Plan, and a Policing Update from Chief Ean Algar, Chief of Halton Regional Police.

Municipal performance Measurements – As required by the Provincial Government, Milton has prepared performance measurements for a number of departments and services showing operating costs, participant hours, and public facilities. This report is available on the Town’s website.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council happenings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

