MILTON COUNCIL NOTES   by Councillor Cindy Lunau
April, 2006

Proclamations – April 24 – 30 is Pitch-In Week. April 30 – May 6 is International Youth Week. May 1 – 5 is Physician Appreciation Week. May 14-20 is Census Week. The Month of May is Multiple Sclerosis Month.

Leave of Absence – Council welcomed Councillor Mike Boughton back to Council following his Leave of Absence. Councillor Boughton expressed his gratitude to the Council, his family, and the community for their support during his medical treatments.

YOUTH-a-PALOOZA – In celebration of Youth Week, MMYAC (Milton Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council) hosts this all-day event on April 29th at the Lion Sports Park/Memorial Arena featuring BBQ, contests, BMX/Skateboard demonstrations, and Band Show. 

Milton Community Fund – A reminder that the first of two deadlines for 2006 grants is April 24th. More information available through the website, or contact Joy Anderson at ext. 2604.

Community Garden – Through an agreement with the Region of Halton, a Community Garden will be again be located on the Allendale campus, south east corner of Ontario Street and Childs Drive.

All-way stops – Council authorized all-way stops at the corner of Fourth Line & Clark Boulevard and Woodward Avenue and Matheson Gate/Dixon Drive.

Road Closures – To facilitate road reconstruction, portions of Barton Street and Bowes streets will be temporarily closed between April 3rd and August 18th. Thompson Road South at the Canadian Pacific Railway crossing will be completely closed during the weekends of April 15th/16th and April 22nd/23rd to permit installation of railway diversion in preparation for construction of a grade separation. Boston Church Road from James Snow Parkway to Lawson Road will have temporary road closures between May1st and June 30th to facilitate construction  

Council Remuneration – Council received a report detailing salary, benefits, conferences/workshops and mileage for each member of Council.

Financial Indicators – Council received a report from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing detailing a number of financial indicators, with Milton obtaining a Low Risk Assessment in all categories.

AMO Conference – Councillors Cindy Lunau, Jan Mowbray, Brian Penman and Wendy Schau were named as delegates to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario Conference August 13th – 16th. Mayor Gord Krantz will also attend representing the Region of Halton.

Fireworks By-law – Council authorized staff to report on a draft fireworks by-law following review by the Town Solicitor. New regulations will include details on sale & storage, and permit additional displays with fire department permission.

Bill 51, An Act to amend the Planning Act and the Conservation Land Act – Council endorsed the Region’s Joint Submission on Bill 51 with an amendment to reflect Milton Council’s concern for the exemption of energy undertakings under the Environmental Assessment Act that would undermine Council’s authority to regulate land use.

Milton Official Plan – Council endorsed the Official Plan 5-Year Review work program/schedule. The first steps include sessions with staff and Council to review concerns. Public Review will begin in June with Open Houses to receive residents’ concerns and suggestions.

Brookville Communication Tower – Council authorized Bell Mobility to hold a Public Information Centre to present their proposal to locate a tower to at the Brookville Works Yard. Staff will subsequently prepare a report for Council’s consideration including comments from this Open House.

DBIA – Jennifer Belanger and Anita Mangotich were appointed to the Downtown Business Improvement Area Board.

Conservation Halton Generic Regulations – Following Council’s request, staff reported public concerns regarding the Conservation Authority Generic Regulation 97/04. Council received this report adding an amendment requesting that Conservation Halton ensure its new policies would not impact on agricultural operations.

150th Anniversary – This committee has extended the contest deadline to May 31st for submission for a mascot, theme and slogan for this celebration. More detains through the web site or Lorrie Ferrante at Town Hall.

Rural Water Open House – The Region will hold an Information session to on April 27th from 3pm – 9pm to answers residents’ questions on maintaining rural wells and septic systems.

Destiny Milton 2 - The Town will host a session on Thursday, May 11th, 7pm, at Lions Hall in the Thompson Arena to receive comments on the draft Destiny Milton 2 plan. Destiny Milton 2 will identify community vision, goals, directions and initiatives and set a strategic planning process to identify priorities for the Town with respect to quality of life and service delivery.

Milton Makeover – Friday, April 21st the Town holds its 2nd Annual Milton Makeover event, encouraging business and residents to take 20-minutes to pickup litter in recognition of Earth Day. More information through 905-878-7252, ext. 2189

Good Neighbours Day - Saturday May 6th is Milton’s 14th annual Good Neighbours Community Day encouraging volunteers to spend a few hours helping a senior citizen or individual. More information through Len Lee at 905-878-4085.
Rural Road Clean-up – The Nassagaweya Community Consultation Committee hosts its 9th annual clean up of roadside litter, with supplies available beginning at 8am at the Nassagaweya Tennis Club Parking Lot, Guelph Line at 5 Sideroad. More information through Jean Woods at 905-854-2107.

Rural Large Item Clean-up Week – From May 23rd – May 27th, the Brookville Operations Yard at 11302 Guelph Line will be open for disposal of large household items. This program offers rural homeowners a twice yearly (spring & fall) opportunity to dispose of many large household items not included in the rural garbage/recycling collections. Some restrictions apply to hazardous and toxic items. The Yard will be open Tuesday through Friday from 8am to 3pm and Saturday from 8am to 4pm.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council happenings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

