MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau
 (2007 Budget & Dec. 18 meeting)

2007 Budgets – Council approved 2007 Capital & Operating Budgets with a 2.23% tax increase, or an increase of $15.18 per year on a $300,000 assessment in the urban area and $12.54 per year for rural households. Capital & Operating Budgets of over $100 million required just over $18 million in tax revenue with the balance supported by development charges, user fees, service charges, slots revenue, grants and other revenues. Milton remains the lowest taxed municipality within the GTA, other than Toronto.

Capital Budget - The Capital budget just under $56 million includes $27.1M for roads, $7.7M for land & buildings, $7.8M for Parks, $4.7M for storm water management, $2.2M for branch library & equipment, $1.5 for transit, $1.1M for fire station & equipment, and $3.7 in technology and other major infrastructure & capital projects. The 98 projects are largely funded through Development Charges (51%), Slots & other Reserves (15%), Hydro Dividend (1%), Debentures (9%) with the balance through other recoveries, grants, recoveries, and the operating budget.

Operating Budget – The$45 Million Operating Budget is largely supported by taxes (48%) with the balance from user fees, service charges, grants and other sources.

Presentations – Council received a report updating the Town of Milton’s Emergency Management Program and Response Plan.

Mary Street Homes - The privately owned home relocated from 167 Mary Street to 151 Robert Street has been identified as having historical and architectural significance; a by-law will be prepared following the statutory 30-day period for objections. The town owned home relocated from 155 Mary Street to 181 Bell Street will be offered for sale through public tender; information and tender documents will be available shortly on the Town website or through the Purchasing Department at Town Hall.  These homes were relocated as part of the Town Hall Expansion process.

Community Fund Allocations – Council approved the following requests from the 2006 Fall Allocation Requests as recommended by CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee): $5,000 to Arts Milton; $20,390 to Canadian Red Cross North Halton; $10,000 to Halton Child & Youth Services; $22,229 to Kinsmen Club of Milton & District; $10,000 to Milton Concert Presentations; $14,429 to Milton Dynamo Wrestling Club; $11,079 to Milton Minor Baseball Association; $4,443 to Milton Monkeys Girl Bantam Rep Team; $13,920 to Milton Skating Club; $12,750 to Milton Youth Soccer Club; $2,000 to Nassagaweya Tennis Club; $4,200 to North Halton Girls Hockey Association; $2,000 to the Children’s Hour; $17,500 to Transitions for Youth; $1,000 for John Fisher travel  to compete in the 2006 Ironman Championship, $483 for Ashley Rutz travel with Canadian U19 Women’s Lacrosse Team. Twenty-eight applications totaling $6,883,928 were received in this second round with $151,423 recommended and $6,000 deferred. The Community Fund allocated over $460,000 in 2006. The remaining funds will be carried forth to the 2007 Fund, which also includes $500,000 from 2006 Slots revenue for a balance of approximately $550,000.

Standing Committees: Councillors were appointed to one of two standing committees which meet once a month in advance of the full Council meeting:  Administration & Planning: Brian Penman (Chair), Colin Best (Vice Chair), Mark Curtis, Cindy Lunau, & Paul Scherer. Community Services: Mike Boughton, Rick Day, Barry Lee, Jan Mowbray, & Wendy Schau. As Mayor, Gord Krantz sits on both committees.

Committees of Council Appointments: Councillors were appointed to represent Council on the following committees - Interview Committee: Mike Boughton, Mark Curtis, Barry Lee, & Paul Scherer. Town Hall Expansion Steering Committee: Colin Best, Mike Boughton, Brian Penman, & Wendy Schau. 150th Anniversary Committee: Mark Curtis & Cindy Lunau. Community Services Advisory Committee: Colin Best & Mike Boughton. Downtown Business Improvement Area: Mike Boughton & Paul Scherer. Heritage Milton: Jan Mowbray & Paul Scherer. Milton Accessibility Advisory Committee: Wendy Schau. Milton Library Board: Jan Mowbray & Wendy Schau. Milton Transit Advisory Committee: Mark Curtis & Wendy Schau. Milton Trails Advisory Committee: Jan Mowbray & Wendy Schau. Milton Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council: Cindy Lunau. Milton Economic Development Advisory Committee: Colin Best & Paul Scherer. Naming Conventions Committee: Mike Boughton & Cindy Lunau. Milton Senior’s Advisory Committee: Mark Curtis. Conservation Halton: Gord Krantz, Cindy Lunau, & Brian Penman. Guelph Well Interference Committee: Barry Lee, Cindy Lunau alternate. Grand River Conservation Authority: Barry Lee. Milton Chamber of Commerce: Paul Scherer. Milton Community Consultation Committee: Jan Mowbray. Milton Community Resource Centre: Wendy Schau. Nassagaweya Community Consultation Committee: Jan Mowbray. Halton Healthcare Services: Cindy Lunau. Joint Municipal/Regional Waste Management Advisory Committee: Jan Mowbray. North Halton Cultural Awareness Committee: Cindy Lunau. Citizen appointments to committees will be considered in January.

Urban Design Guidelines – Council directed staff to research and report back to Council on the establishment of an advisory committee for urban design.

OGRA Conference – Councillor Jan Mowbray will represent Milton at the Ontario Good Roads Association conference February 25-28 in Toronto.

Road Projects – Construction of Thompson Road from Louis St. Laurent to Britannia Road is now complete. The Region has begun construction of James Snow Parkway from Derry Road to Main Street and Louis St. Laurent from Fourth Line to James Snow Parkway, completion this summer. Traffic lights have been, or soon will be, installed at Fourth Line & Britannia R and Thompson Road & Britannia Road. 

Heslop Road – A Public Information Centre will be held for the reconstruction of Heslop Road from Bronte Street to Commercial Street on January 23rd from 6-8pm, Milton Sports Centre Rm. 4.

Guelph Line/401 Interchange – Options for improvements to this area were presented at a Public Information Centre. Preferred plans include rehabilitation of the Guelph Line overpass reduced to two lanes & sidewalks, relocating & increasing the size of the commuter parking lot, signalization of the Guelph Line & Reid Sideroad intersection; entrances for 401 east bound would be altered, shifting further south on Guelph Line in the north lane, closing the south lane entrance and adding an entrance on Reid sideroad. One lane would be open during construction. Comments can be forwarded to donna.madden@stantec.com. 

Land Acquisitions – The Town has purchased property at Main & Brown Streets (CIBC kiosk) for parking and a site at Fourth Line between Hearst & Clark Boulevards for construction of Milton’s first branch library. 

Milton Transit – Schedules have been adjusted to reflect changes to the GO Train Schedule. Details at www.milton.ca.

150th Anniversary – 2007 marks Milton’s 150th Anniversary! A commemorative calendar of community events has now been distributed to every Milton business & household. Additional copies and commemorative merchandise are available through the Town. Mascot Milly the Millstone is available for appearances at community events.

Pristine Power – The Pristine Power site is no longer under consideration. In late November the Ontario Power Authority awarded TransCanada Corporation the contract to own & operate a generating facility in Halton Hills. Milton will be a commenting agency as the application moves forward through Halton Hills Council.

Aggregate Fees – Milton was advised that the Province has increased license and permit fees for the aggregate industry from 6 cents to 11.5 cents/tonnes. This revenue to Milton increases from 4 cents to 6 cents/tonnes, or an additional $110,000 towards maintaining roads.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions on December 18th and prior Budget Meetings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

