MILTON COUNCIL NOTES   by Councillor Cindy Lunau
Jan. 10, 2006

2006 Budgets – Council approved Capital and Operating Budgets totaling just under $80 million, representing a property tax impact of 3%, or approximately $18 for the average urban homeowner and $15 for rural owners. The Capital Budget of $39,809,201 includes over 100 projects - $20M Roads, $6.8M Civic Facilities, $4.2M Parking, $3M Parks, $1.5M Technology, $1.1M Public Facilities, $478,000 Transit, $379,000 Administration, $1,928,904 Library. $500,000 is designated for the Community Fund. Revenue sources reducing tax impact include nearly $20M in Development Charges, $5.5M from Slots revenue, and $750,000 Hydro dividend. Further information is available through elected representatives, staff, or the web site. Regional Council also passed its budget in December with a 3.6% tax increase. 

Town Hall Expansion – A Community Open House to view the recommended design for the Town Hall Expansion will be held Wednesday, January 18th with a formal presentation at 7 pm in the Town Hall Council Chambers and available on the Web site as of January 19th.

Accessible Transportation – Council directed staff to assess options for providing services for accessible transportation within the Town.

Election Signs – Council passed a By-law permitting election signs on private property and road allowances throughout the Town of Milton provided they do not interfere with traffic sight lines and are removed within 48 hours after the close of election. 

Municipal Elections – November 13th 2006 is the date set for Municipal elections to choose representatives for local Milton Council, Halton Region Council, Milton Mayor, Chair of Halton Region, as well as Public and Separate School Board trustees for a three year term. Nomination papers, rules and regulations are now available in the Clerk’s Office. Joyce Savoline, current Regional Chair, has indicated that she will not be seeking reelection.

Demolition of Heritage Building – Council received a report on the mistaken demolition of the inventoried dwelling at 7129 Tremaine Road, including recommendations to avoid future errors.

Emergency Management Program – Council received a report from Emergency Management Ontario confirming that the Town has met all requirements.

Federal Gas Tax Reserve Fund – Council authorized the signing of the agreement for the transfer of federal tax revenues, and established a reserve fund to track receipts and disbursements of the these funds.

Heritage Designation – As recommended by Heritage Milton and agreed to by the owners, Council approved a Notice of Intention to Designate 66 Charles Street under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Committee Appointments – Council appointed Susan Henderson to the Milton Accessibility Advisory Committee and Laurie Wells to Heritage Milton.

Traffic Signals & Road Construction – The Region has contracted traffic signal installation on Regional Road 25 & 15 Sideroad (Speyside) and for Road Construction on James Snow Parkway West of Regional Road 25 (north of Hwy. 401). Work is currently underway with completion of both projects by April, 2007.

Three Approved Zoning Amendments – Council approved a draft Plan of Subdivision and zoning amendment by Mattamy (Brownridge) Limited reducing the previously approved area and number of homes from 558 to 458 residential units south of Derry Road, West of Thompson Road to maintain the required distances to agricultural operations (specifically Sargent Farms) and directed staff work to resolve issues regarding location of the storm water management pond. Council approved the draft plan of subdivision and zoning amendments by North Derry Developments Ltd./South Derry Developments Ltd/West Derry Developments Ltd. to include 1845 residential units, village square, elementary school, and related uses west of CN Railway and east of Tremaine Road, and further approved retaining legal counsel to present Council’s position at the Ontario Municipal Board hearing. Council approved the plan of subdivision and zoning amendments by Main Street Milton Corp (Heron Homes) to include 608 dwelling units, village square, neighbourhood park and related development west of CN railway & south of Main Street, and further approved retaining legal counsel to present Council’s position at the Ontario Municipal Board hearing.

Public Meeting – A Statutory Public meeting was held on the proposed plan of subdivision and zoning bylaw amendment to permit the development of an industrial plan of subdivision by Escarpment Business Community West between Regional Rd. 25 & Dublin Line, north of Hwy. 401 & south of 5 Sideroad. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Milton Soccer Academy – Council denied the appeal of the Milton Soccer Academy regarding the CSAC decision not to grant their request from the Milton Community Fund, but encouraged the group to apply in 2006.

Taxicab and Limousine By-law – Following extensive consultation with the industry and public, Council approved amendments to this by-law including new licensing of two accessible taxicabs.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council happenings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

