MILTON COUNCIL NOTES   by Councillor Cindy Lunau
July 17 mtg, 2006

Arts and Entertainment Centre – Council approved in principal an extensive report detailing a Program and Business Plan for the proposed Arts and Entertainment Centre adjacent to the proposed Central Library at the corner of Main Street and Thompson Road (currently Milton Hydro offices). The report by Novita included recommendations from the Steering Committee, representing Arts Milton, Milton Chamber of Commerce, Milton Public Library Board and Town staff. The report envisions a $20 million project with a 500-seat theatre and ancillary facilities in 2010-2013. 

Brookville Park entrance – Council authorized staff to continue work with the Region to design and construct a new entrance to the Park from Guelph Line during the road construction work currently underway.

No Parking – Council approved parking prohibitions on Walkers Line south of 3 Sideroad and Bell School Line from Steeles Avenue to 14 Sideroad.

Quarterly Reports – Council received Second Quarter Reports detailing Municipal Law Enforcement, Fire Department activity, and Building permits.

Tim Horton’s Drive Through – Council received recommendations addressing traffic concerns at two drive-through locations, Thompson Road at Steeles Avenue and Derry Road at Ontario Street.

Operating and Capital Budget – Council authorized staff to preparing the 2007 Capital and Operating Budgets with options of a 0%, 3%, 5% and 7.5% tax increase, as well as supporting funding and long-term forecasts. The 2007 Budget will be presented to the new Council on November 27th.

Community Police Office – Council approved establishing an office for a Community Police Officer within the By-Law Enforcement department in the expanded Town Hall faculties, to be funded by Halton Region Police Services.

Property Sale – Council authorized the sale of the property on Bell Street (the unopened road extension of Barton Street) that will include the heritage brick house to be moved from 155 Mary Street (Town Hall expansion/parking lot). This property will be listed and advertised on MLS with offers submitted in sealed envelopes to guarantee a public and transparent process for all interested parties.

Halton District School Board – Council received a report including recommendations with the HDSB including continuing sharing of joint facilities, timely provision for new schools, new high school at the intersection of Thompson Road and Louis St. Laurent Blvd., and Town interest in surplus property on Laurier Avenue.

Fire Department agreements – Council approved Milton’s participation in the Halton Mutual Aid Fire Plan that includes the Milton, Halton Hills, Oakville and Burlington Fire Departments.

Official Plan Amendment – Council supported contracting a planning consultant up to $50,000 (funded 90% by Development Charges and 10% from Reserves) to facilitate processing of a comprehensive Local Official Plan Amendment relating to Retail Commercial Policies and site specific amendment applications relating to these policies.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions on July 17th rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

