MILTON COUNCIL NOTES   by Councillor Cindy Lunau
June  2006

Proclamations – June is Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Awareness Month. June is Recreation and Parks Month – Live It Everyday! June is also Senior’s Month with June 15 as World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. June 3 is Halton Pride Day. June 21 is National Aboriginal Day.

OMB Hearing – Council authorized legal representation up to $ 56,000 to defend its position denying development of the Central Milton Holding lands at the upcoming Joint Board Hearing of the Ontario Municipal Board.

OMB Decisions – Council received a report approving the settlement between the Town of Milton and Maple Crossing Developments permitting an amended site plan for development. Council received a report that an appeal by Link Line has been withdrawn and development of the Loblaws/Trinity Shopping Centre at Main & Thompson (east of GO Transit station) will now proceed.

JumpStart – Council supported a partnership with the Canadian Tire Foundation for Families that offers assistance to give all kids a sporting chance. The Foundation has allotted $4000 to support Milton youth 4 – 18 years of age. For more information contact Janet Davidson, ext. 2755.

Recreational Skating – Council approved adjusting the skating schedule for the 2006-07 season following results of the recent skating survey and existing and available ice time.

Road closures – To facilitate road reconstruction, Thompson Road from Louis St. Laurent Ave. to Britannia Road will be temporarily closed to through traffic between August 14th and November 24th. Similarly Fourth Line from Louis St. Laurent Ave. to Britannia Road will be temporarily closed for periods between July 31st and August 18th with temporary signals installed.

Sidewalk Exemption – No action was taken following a delegation petitioning Council to exempt Fasken Court from sidewalks.

Milton Hydro – Council reappointed James Townsend and Robert Mitchell to the Board of Milton Hydro Holdings to September 30th 2009.

2005 Financial Report – Council received the audited 2005 Financial Report from KPMG Ltd. Highlighting Fund Balances, Long Term Debt, and Operating Expenditures. Kathy Davies also reviewed new accounting policies and requirements.

Library Report – Council received a report from The Randolf Group Management Consultants reviewing current operations, comparisons to libraries in similar sized municipalities, and recommendations for future budget considerations as Milton grows and library branches are opened. 

Population Based Grants – Council supported a motion by Ted Chudleigh, MPP Halton to the Ontario Legislature that all provincial government funding be calculated on population counts from property tax rolls, requesting that copies of this report also be forwarded to Halton Healthcare Services, MP Garth Turner, the Region of Halton, and GTA Mayors and Chairs for their support.

By-law Amendments – Council approved minor amendments to the Animal Control By-law and to the Business & Body Rub Licensing By-law. A draft copy of an updated Parks By-law is available for comment on the Town Website prior to coming to Council for approval in June/July.

Heritage Conservation Easement – Upon recommendation of Heritage Milton, Council endorsed a formal request to the Ontario Heritage Trust to donate a conservation easement over Hugh Foster Hall to ensure its future designation as a heritage property.

CT Scanner – Council received a delegation from the Milton District Hospital Foundation led by Kim Mason announcing the upcoming $3.5 million campaign for a CT Scanner approved for Milton. Council unanimously approved a motion encouraging the Milton Community to embrace and support efforts to enhance healthcare services through this campaign.

Community Fund – Council approved grants of $820 to Bobby Fillman to compete in the 2006 Cadet Juvenile National Wrestling Championship in Edmonton; $2620 to Kevin Iwasa-Madge to compete in the 2006 Canada Cup of International Wrestling in Guelph, a dual meet in Havana, and the 2006 Cadet Juvenile National Wrestling Championships in Edmonton; $2620 to Alan Moffat to compete in the 2006 Canada Cup of International Wrestling in Guelph, the Commonwealth Youth Wrestling Championships in Glasgow, and the National Wrestling Championships in Edmonton; $577 each to Milton residents Sarah Tosh, Jenna Bray, Dayna Noltie, Emily Johnston & Meg Rector to compete at the National Volleyball Championships; $1500 each to Bonny Chan and John Harland to compete at the CMAS Underwater Hockey world championships.

Mohawk Slots – Milton received $1,327,187 as the first quarter payment from the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation as its share of Slots revenue, bringing the total to $39,916,955. $500,000 is allocated to the Milton Community Fund, with the balance applied to the Capital Budget in the year following receipt.

Hanson Brick – Council approved a report indicating that Milton had no objections to a Regional Plan Amendment to permit a new quarry for Hanson Brick Quarry in the City of Burlington.

Lowndes Quarry – This proposal remains in a pre-consultation stage with an Open House co-hosted by the Region of Halton, the City of Burlington, and the Town of Milton well attended by the public and 5 Milton Councillors. 

Additional Staff – Responding to growth, legislative requirements and customer expectations, Council approved five new positions which will be funded through user fees or reallocation of departmental budgets: two Engineering Technologists, Zoning Offer, Plans Examiner, and Economic Development Officer. 

Development Charges – Council received a report on development charges as they apply to non-profit organizations. Staff will continue to work with the Halton Railway Museum to identify current options.

2007 Budget – Council received a report which will encourage public input into the Town’s budget process by identifying requests or by appearing as delegations at the June 26th Council/Budget Committee meeting.

Public Meetings – Council held three statutory public meetings: 1) On proposed amendments to the Business & Body Rub Licensing By-law. 2) By 1492594 Ontario Inc. for a zoning amendment to permit a motor vehicle dealership north side of Steeles, West of Harrop Drive.  3) By Ontario Realty Corp. for a zoning amendment to permit expansion of the adjacent Toronto Auto Auctions to permit storage of 2185 vehicles on the North Hydro Corridor Lands. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Approved Zoning Amendments – Council approved zoning amendments and a mixed-use plan of subdivision by Mattamy (Milton West) including 566 residential lots and village square on 35.5 ha south of Derry Road, between Tremaine Road and the CNR rail line.

Park Construction – The Town has purchased the property at 11255 Guelph Line to provide a new entrance to the Brookville Park and public consultation continues on plans for this expanded park. Concept diagrams for Clark Neighbourhood Park, Coates Neighbourhood Park and Manaman District Park are on the website for comment.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions on May 22nd and April 24th and prior Committee Meetings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

