MILTON COUNCIL NOTES   by Councillor Cindy Lunau
June 26th Mtg, 2006

Budget Committee Meeting –Prior to its June 26th meeting, Council received a report on the 2007 Budget Process and heard a number of delegations as public consultation.
Special Recognition Awards – Council recognized a number of individuals who recently received awards. 1) To Rick Knap and Selena Campbell, town employees who received the Public Service Award from the Government of Canada. 2) Bob DeForest, Alberta Hackenbrook, Mavis Hutter, Barbara Jones, Ross McGuigan, Tessie Smith, Joy Vaughan and the late Gladys Polimeni certificates for their contributions and achievements as members of the Milton Seniors’ Advisory Committee; 3) Brad Clements, Ken Lamb and John Challinor with awards from the Ontario Heritage Trust for their commitment to preserving local heritage; 4) Dan McGrath of Cineplex Entertainment with a welcome certificate from Mayor Krantz; 5) the Town of Milton with a 2006 Award of Excellence from Conservation Halton for their work on Eco Village and Smart Hydro Meter programs. 6) Council further congratulated Paul Scherer and Rick Matchett for receiving awards from Parks and Recreation Ontario.

Milton Community Fund – Council approved CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee) recommendations from the Spring applications as follows: $4250 to Fine Arts Society of Milton; $8500 to Ontario Track 3 Ski Association; $14,700 to Country Heritage Park; $15,000 to Milton Marlin Swim Team; $6000 to Milton Historical Society; $28,560 to Milton Lions Club; $3065 to Milton Players Theatre Group; $45,820 to Ontario Electric Railway Historical Association; $17,063 to Milton Curling Club; $18,725 to Literacy North Halton; $9,815 to SAVIS of Halton; $102,600 to Halton Healthcare Services (Milton District Hospital); $7976 to Milton Soccer Academy;$5390 to Halton Region Soil & Crop Improvement Association; $89462 to Milton & District Pipes & Drums. The balance available for the fall allocations is just over $200,000. Deadline for submissions is 4:30pm October 2, 2006.

Public Access Defibrillator Program – Council received an updated report including PAD units to be added in six locations: Milton Tennis Club, Nassagaweya Tennis Club, Nippissing Operations Yard, Campbellville Lion’s Hall, Nassagaweya Community Centre and Boyne Community Centre.

Storm Water Management – Council received a report from Philips Engineering and authorized a Public Information Meeting to be held in the fall of 2006 to present preliminary results of the Stormwater Quality Master Plan.

Destiny Milton 2 – Council approved the Destiny Milton 2 Strategic Plan and directed staff to continue with workplans for the Service Area Reviews and the Official Plan update. This Strategic Plan follows an extensive yearlong community consultation including one-on-one interviews, public open houses, telephone survey, web based surveys and public correspondence. The Strategic Plan, including Vision, Goals, and Directions/Initiatives is available on the Town Web site.

Official Plan Review – This process is now underway with the first public meeting held on June 29th. The work program is outlined in staff report PD-022-06 available on the Town website or through Planning & Development at 555 Industrial Drive. 

Leash Free Park – Council approved the Clarke Neighbourhood Park (west of Fourth Line, South of CP Railway tracks) as a pilot site for a Leash Free Park. 

All-Way Stops – Council approved legalizing the all-way stops currently located at the following locations: Bennett Boulevard & Armstrong Boulevard, Bennett Boulevard & Cooper Avenue, Barclay Circle & March Crossing, Matheson Gate & Fitzgerald Crescent.

Pesticide Policy – Following extensive input from delegations over two evenings, Council directed staff to initiate a public process with participation from the public and all stakeholders regarding the cosmetic use of pesticides, with an amendment that these consultations would take place in 2007.

Affiliation Program Requirements – Council approved an Affiliation Program Guidelines and Application Package and immediately authorized staff to implement this program.

Pine Street Bridge Reconstruction – Council approved temporary closure of Pine Street from Commercial Street to Fulton Street between July 10 & September 29 for bridge reconstruction.

Provincial Funding – Council amended the 2006 capital budget and directed that the $727,412 received from the Move Ontario Provincial Grant be used to reduce the amount of Tax Supported Debentures issued for road projects, resulting in savings of approximately $415,000 in future interest charges.

311 – Council authorized partnering with the Region of Halton for implementation of Option 1 – Enhanced Linkage for implementation of 311, a CRTC approved telephone number that would provide residents with easy access to local government and non-emergency services.

Public Meetings – Council held four statutory public meetings: 1) Proposed amendments to the User Fee By-law; 2) Proposed zoning amendment by Beverly Hills Estates Holding to permit a residential plan of subdivision east of Thompson Road, south of the CPR railway lines to create 4 residential blocs with 19 townhouse units and residential reserves; 3) Proposed zoning amendment by Redwood Homes to permit development of 74 Back-to-Back Townhouses and 42 Condominium Townhouses south of Ferguson Drive and east of Armstrong Boulevard (across from Our Lady of Victory School); 4) Proposed Temporary Use by-law by Mattamy Homes to permit a temporary facility to manufacture and assemble houses, south of Derry & east of Tremaine,  that will be erected on adjoining properties. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Milton Retail Commercial Demand Study – Council endorsed this report prepared by W. Scott Morgan as the basis for future planning applications relating to increased commercial opportunities and directed staff to proceed with a Local Official Plan Amendment and incorporate the study into the Official Plan 5-Year Review process. By amendment, Council included the northwest corner of Derry Road and Bronte Road as a Retail/Commercial node (including a major grocery store) within the context of the proposed Official Plan and Rezoning amendments.

Aggregate Resources Act License Fees – Council moved to request the Province to review the adequacy of the existing aggregate fee structure of .04 cents/tonne received by local municipalities from the Ministry of Natural Resources and consider adjusting the fee using the Statistics Canada Construction Price statistics.

Approved Zoning Amendment – Council approved a zoning amendment by 1492594 Ontario Inc. to permit a motor vehicle dealership on the north side of Steeles, West of Harrop Drive. Council.

Fire Department – Milton welcomed its newest addition, a 30M Elevated Platform aerial fire truck valued at $980,000, the largest in its fleet and the third of its kind in Ontario.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions on June 26th and prior Committee Meetings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

