MILTON COUNCIL NOTES   by Councillor Cindy Lunau
May 1, 2006

Proclamations – May 6 is International Youth Week. May 1 – 5 is Physician Appreciation Week. May 14-20 is Census Week. The Month of May is Multiple Sclerosis Month.

Leave of Absence – Council welcomed Councillor Mike Boughton back to Council following a Leave of Absence. Councillor Boughton expressed his gratitude to the Council, his family, and the community for their support during his medical treatments.

Presentation – Council approved an Accelerated Capital Roads Program for early construction of five road projects originally forecast through 2010. The $30 million project will be financed by Mattamy Homes, with repayment without interest in the year originally scheduled for construction. 2006 projects include Thompson Road from Louis St. Laurent to Britannia widened to four lanes, Thompson Road from Derry to St. Laurent widened to five lanes, construction of Louis St. Laurent from Fourth Line to James Snow Parkway, construction of James Snow Parkway from Derry to Britannia. Widening of Derry Road from James Snow Parkway to Ninth line will begin in 2007.

Joint Board Hearing – Council rejected a Detailed Concept Plan and voted not to support any development on the Central Milton Holdings Ltd. lands located on the north side of Main Street, west of the CN Railway tracks. These lands are currently under review in a Joint Board Hearing of the Ontario Municipal Board resuming on July 4th
Lowndes Quarry – Hamilton Councillor Mary McCarthy appeared before Council with information on the Public Information Session regarding a proposal by Lowndes Holding Corporation for a 154 ha quarry at 475-515 11th Concession Road East, west of Milborough Line. This session offers Halton residents an opportunity to express their views on Wednesday, May 3rd, 6:30-9pm in the Cafeteria of Milton District High School. More information through Anne Dawkins at Milton Town Hall or Helma Geerts at Halton Region.

Lion’s Sports Park – The final phase of development begins this month to include a soccer field, spray pad, and park pavilion with washrooms.

Tax Levy By-law – Council passed a Tax By-law setting 2006 due dates and tax rates. (Town Council previously approved an Operating Budget increase of 3% tax impact. The Regional operating budget was approved at 3.1%. Education assessment is –0.9%) The average residential assessment has risen from $270,00 to $300,000. The blended tax rate impact is 1.4% increase for rural properties and 1.6% for urban properties when considering the higher ratios of commercial/industrial lands.

Community Garden – Through an agreement with the Region of Halton, a Community Garden will be again be located on the Allendale campus, south east corner of Ontario Street and Childs Drive.

All-way stops – Council authorized all-way stops at the corner of Fourth Line & Clark Boulevard and Woodward Avenue and Matheson Gate/Dixon Drive.

Road Closures – To facilitate road reconstruction, portions of Barton Street and Bowes streets will be temporarily closed between April 3rd and August 18th, Boston Church Road from James Snow Parkway to Lawson Road between May 1st and June 30th, Williams Avenue between June 5th and September 30th.  Sixth Line Nassagaweya will be closed from June 19th to September 29th for bridge reconstruction. In June, the Region will begin the second phase of Guelph Line reconstruction between 15 & 20 sideroads maintaining access to Brookville School & businesses from 15 sideroad.

Council Remuneration – Council received a report detailing salary, benefits, conferences/workshops and mileage for each member of Council.

Tow Truck Regulation & Licensing – Council approved a by-law to prohibit accident scene solicitation on Highways in Halton and delegated the power to license, regulate and govern all owners & drivers to tow trucks within the Town of Milton to the Halton Police Services Board.

Public Consultation Principles – Council received a one-year report on these Guidelines, with presentations by members of the public.

Firefighters honoured – Congratulations to Deputy Fire chief David Krantz, District Chief Ron Townsend, and Captain Don Stewart on receiving Provincial Long Service Medals at a ceremony in Markham.

Bridge Funding Announcement – The Federal Government and the Provincial Government will each invest up to $726,400 for Barnstable Bridge reconstruction under the Canada-Ontario Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund. The Town will contribute the balance of the $2.2 million project.

Guelph Line/401 Interchange – Stantec Consulting has been retained by the ministry of Transportation to undertake detailed design of improvements to this interchange, including structure rehabilitation, intersection improvements & signalization at Reid Sideroad and improvements to the existing carpool lot. To comment or ask questions, contact Stantec Consulting – Dave Emery at 905-385-3234, demery@stantec.com  or Donna Madden at 905-381-3217, dmadden@stantec.com by May 19th, 2006.

Farmer’s Market – Council entered a formal agreement with the Milton Chamber of Commerce to preserve the location of the Milton Farmers’ Market in the downtown core.

Financial Indicators – Council received a report from the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing detailing a number of financial indicators, with Milton obtaining a Low Risk Assessment in all categories.

AMO Conference – Councillors Cindy Lunau, Jan Mowbray, Brian Penman and Wendy Schau were named as delegates to the Association of Municipalities of Ontario Conference August 13th – 16th. Mayor Gord Krantz will also attend representing the Region of Halton.

Fireworks By-law – Council authorized staff to report on a draft fireworks by-law following review by the Town Solicitor. New regulations will include details on sale & storage, and permit additional displays with fire department permission.

Bill 51, An Act to amend the Planning Act and the Conservation Land Act – Council endorsed the Region’s Joint Submission on Bill 51 with an amendment to reflect Milton Council’s concern for the exemption of energy undertakings under the Environmental Assessment Act that would undermine Council’s authority to regulate land use.

Milton Official Plan – Council endorsed the Official Plan 5-Year Review work program/schedule. The first steps include sessions with staff and Council to review concerns. Public Review will begin in June with Open Houses to receive residents’ concerns and suggestions.

Brookville Communication Tower – Council authorized Bell Mobility to hold a Public Information Centre to present their proposal to locate a tower to at the Brookville Works Yard. Staff will subsequently prepare a report including comments from this Open House before Council makes its decision.

DBIA – Jennifer Belanger and Anita Mangotich were appointed to the Downtown Business Improvement Area Board.

Conservation Halton Generic Regulations – Following Council’s request, staff reported public concerns regarding the Conservation Authority Generic Regulation 97/04. Council received this report adding an amendment requesting that Conservation Halton ensure its new policies would not impact on agricultural operations.

150th Anniversary – This committee has extended the contest deadline to May 31st for submission for a mascot, theme and slogan for this celebration. More detains through the web site or Lorrie Ferrante at Town Hall.

Destiny Milton 2 - The Town will host a session on Thursday, May 11th, 7pm, at Lions Hall in the Thompson Arena to receive comments on the draft Destiny Milton 2 plan. Destiny Milton 2 will identify community vision, goals, directions and initiatives and set a strategic planning process to identify priorities for the Town with respect to quality of life and service delivery.

Good Neighbours Day - Saturday May 6th is Milton’s 14th annual Good Neighbours Community Day encouraging volunteers to spend a few hours helping a senior citizen or individual. More information through Len Lee at 905-878-4085.
Public Meetings – Council held three statutory public meetings: 1) On proposed amendments to the Business & Body Rub Licensing By-law. 2) By 1492594 Ontario Inc. for a zoning amendment to permit a motor vehicle dealership north side of Steeles, West of Harrop Drive.  3) By Ontario Realty Corp. for a zoning amendment to permit expansion of the adjacent Toronto Auto Auctions to permit storage of 2185 vehicles on the North Hydro Corridor Lands. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Approved Zoning Amendments – Council approved zoning amendments and a mixed-use plan of subdivision by Mattamy (Milton West) including 566 residential lots and village square on 35.5 ha south of Derry Road, between Tremaine Road and the CNR rail line.

Rural Road Clean-up – The Nassagaweya Community Consultation Committee hosts its 9th annual clean up of roadside litter on Saturday, May 6th with supplies available beginning at 8am at the Nassagaweya Tennis Club Parking Lot, Guelph Line at 5 Sideroad. More information through Jean Woods at 905-854-2107.

Rural Large Item Clean-up Week – From May 23rd – May 27th, the Brookville Operations Yard at 11302 Guelph Line will be open for disposal of large household items. This program offers rural homeowners a twice yearly (spring & fall) opportunity to dispose of many large household items not included in the rural garbage/recycling collections. Some restrictions apply to hazardous and toxic items. The Yard will be open Tuesday through Friday from 8am to 3pm and Saturday from 8am to 4pm.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions on April 24th, March 27th and prior Committee Meetings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

