MILTON COUNCIL NOTES   by Councillor Cindy Lunau
(Sept. 18 mtg)

Presentations – Edith Winney was presented with the Senior of the Year Award on behalf of the Ontario Government and Milton Council. David Stewart, President of Mattamy Development Corporation, was recognized for Mattamy placing first in the 2006 New Home Building Customer Satisfactions Study. 

Proclamations – October 25th is Child Care Worker & Early Childhood Educator Appreciation Day.

Transit Week – October 16-20 is Transit Appreciation Week in Milton marking two years of fixed routes. There will be free service between 9am & 3pm all week, and also between 5pm & 6:30pm on Friday.

Halton’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy – Council received the draft report of this document, forwarding comments provided by MEDAC (Milton Economic Development Advisory Committee) to the Region for the final report.

Traffic Concern – The Region has agreed to install traffic signals at the intersection of Britannia Road and Fourth Line.  Police will assist in directing traffic at busiest times until these signals are installed.

Bishop Reding Bus Stop – Council received a report outlining measures to address scheduling concerns for students on this route, introducing a five-minute delay on the 3:25pm run, Route 2, to assist with school dismissal time.

COMRIF Funding – Council authorized the Mayor to sign documents accepting $1,452,800 from the Province and Ottawa for the replacement of the Barnstable Bridge on Lower Base Line under the Canada-Ontario Municipal Rural Infrastructure Fund.

Milton Community Fund – Council approved the following travel requests as recommended by CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee): $2499 to support five swimmers & two coaches competing in the Junior National Swim Championships; $700 to Kamil Karbonowski to compete at the Junior North American Cup in Mexico with the Canadian National Junior Fencing Team; $1000 each to Jade Ryan & Alana McLeod to compete in the International Dance World Championships.  Although there are formal deadlines (Spring & Fall) for requests, travel grants are considered as submitted.

Street names & numbering – Council directed staff to identify inconsistencies and duplications in the addresses of approximately 800 municipal properties. Public consultation will begin in November with a report to Council in spring 2007 recommending a plan and timeline. 

Notice of Motion – Council approved a motion directing staff to investigate and report back with options or new policies to slow down the rate of residential development, including an outline of financial, legal, policy and infrastructure implications.

Public Meetings – Council held three statutory public meetings: 1) Proposed Zoning By-law amendment by First Gulf Capital Corporation to permit a retail centre at the south of Steeles Avenue, north of Hwy 401 (Region Works Yard.) 2) Proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments by Rio-Can Real Estate Investment Trust & Home Depot Holdings to realign and re-zone lands and increase permitted commercial gross floor areas. 3.) Proposed Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments by Rio-Can Real Estate Investment Trust to permit retail development and increased floor area restriction for a food store south of Hwy 401, east of Thompson Road.  Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department. These applications will also be considered within the context of Milton’s Retail Commercial Policies.

Zoning By-law Amendments – Council approved three zoning amendments. 1) Zoning amendment by Redwood Homes to permit 116 Townhouse units south of Ferguson Drive, east of Armstrong Boulevard. 2) Zoning amendment to permit financial office and commercial school (skill) uses on the ground floor and to add an office building to the list of permitted uses at 174 Mill Street. 3) Zoning amendment to permit a motor vehicle dealership (Honda) at the south west corner of Steeles Avenue and Martin Street.

Heritage Home – The limestone Heritage Home built in the mid-1800’s on the proposed commercial site by Rio-Can (behind Home Depot) was dismantled & each stone block numbered to be rebuilt as a private residence in Nassagaweya. The Town facilitated an agreement between the purchaser and Rio-Can to preserve this historic home.

Trails Master Plan – Updates to this plan outlining a trail network unifying neighborhoods and destinations for walking and cycling will be presented on October 25th, 6:30pm – 8:30pm, Hugh Foster Hall. The plan can also be viewed at Town Hall and on the Town website prior to the Open House.

Road Closure – Thompson Road South from Main Street East to Childs Drive will be closed Saturday October 14th to Sunday October 15th for construction of the Grade Separation at the CPR railway crossing. 

Guelph Line Update - Reconstruction of Guelph Line at 20 Sideroad continues to be weather-dependent but hopefully will be re-opened to traffic at the end of October with full completion of the project by mid-November. Rural Large Item Clean-up Week – From October 10th through October 14th the Brookville Operations Yard at 11302 Guelph Line will be open for disposal of large household items. This program offers rural homeowners a twice yearly (spring & fall) opportunity to dispose of many large household items not included in the rural garbage/recycling collections. Some restrictions apply to hazardous and toxic items. The Yard will be open Tuesday through Friday from 8am to 3pm and Saturday from 8am to 4pm.

Election Notification – Voters who have not received voter notifications cards by October 11th are asked to contact the Town of Milton Clerk’s Division at 905-878\-5272, ext 2130 or 2137. Voting will take place on Election Day, November 13th from 10am to 8pm at various locations. Advance Voting is available for all wards on Sunday, October 29th from 10am – 8pm at Campbellville Lions Hall, Campbellville; Wednesday November 1st through Sunday November 5th from 10am to 8pm at Hugh Foster Hall adjacent to Town Hall, Milton.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions on September 18th rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

