MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau  (August 27th Meeting)

Proclamations – The month of October is Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Month with October 1st proclaimed as Go Purple for Prevention Day.

Hi-Speed Internet – OMAFRA (Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs) notified Milton that it was successful in its Grant Application for funding to provide broadband Internet capabilities in the rural area. A Report is expected at the September 24th Council meeting outlining the results from companies interested in implementing this service, including costs to individuals and the Town.

Transit Changes – Transit routes were modified effective September 4th to reach new retail areas. The fare-free program (Monday through Friday, 9 am – 3 pm) has been extended to January 31st courtesy of Mattamy Homes and Fieldgate Developments. Milton welcomed Tony D’Alessandro as Transit Coordinator following Charlene Sharp’s move to the United States.

High Five – Council authorized staff to proceed with the two-year Accreditation Process as the next phase of the High Five Program that establishes procedures and trains staff in delivery of children’s programming.

Municipal Performance Measurements – Council receive a report on the 2006 results in 30 areas of services delivered by the Town. This report is available on the Town’s website.

16 Hugh Street – Staff was directed to proceed with heritage designation and lot severance in anticipation of declaring this property surplus and listing it for sale or lease.

Niagara/GTA Corridor Study – Council directed the Clerk to formally notify the Ministry of Transportation that the Town of Milton has a direct interest in procedures relating to this Corridor, reporting back to Council as it develops.

User Fee Update – Council received a report and authorized by-law changes to user fees as per the adopted policy of cost recovery of services. Cost adjustments to community services and recreation programs were largely in line with inflation; more dramatic adjustments were approved in the areas of development application procedures as recommended by a comprehensive study. 

Brian Best/Bronte Meadows Parks – Council received a report on the removal of light poles deemed to be unsafe at the two parks. A study will determine if replacement lighting should be included in future budgets. The report also emphasized that there is no intention to change the use of the properties as public parks. 

Off-leash Dog Park – Council authorized an agreement with Leash Free Milton to manage and operate Milton’s first off-leash dog park at Fourth Line south of the CP Railway tracks. An Opening Event is planed for October.

Well Based Milton – Council supported a motion requesting the Region to upgrade the Walker Line Well Field and Kelso Well Fields to full permitted capacity and commit to the preservation and maintenance of the existing well-based water supply for ‘Old Milton.’

Milton Branch Library – Council received a report from the Milton Library Board and approved an increase in the funding to $3,858,500 for the new library branch to be located on the Fourth Line opening by the end of 2008. Council was advised that although the capital costs are largely funded by development charges, the operating budget for this facility could significantly impact tax rates.

Town Hall Expansion – This project continues. An impressive series of community murals now covers the wood hoarding, the demolition of the house and annex building is complete, the temporary main entrance to Town Hall is now at the west end of the building, parking restrictions are in place. Updated information continues to be available on the Town website and through “In The Zone” e-newsletters. 

Talk of the Town – This quarterly newsletter was mailed to every Milton household last week. Please contact the Town if you did not receive this publication. 

Fire Chief – Following the resignation of Fire Chief Larry Brassard, Council approved recruitment for this position.

Milton Community Fund – October 1st (4:30pm) is the deadline for submissions for this fund. The balance available for the fall allocations is just over $200,000. Information on how to apply is available on the Town website.

Rural Large Item Clean-up – From October 9th – 13th, the Brookville Operations Yard at 11302 Guelph Line will be open for disposal of large household items. This program offers rural residents a twice-yearly (spring & fall) opportunity to dispose of many large household items not included in the rural garbage/recycling collections. Some restrictions apply to hazardous and toxic items. The Yard will be open Tuesday through Friday from 8am to 3pm and Saturday from 8am to 4pm.

Compost Give-Away – Halton residents bring up to seven bags and receive free compost from the Halton Waste Management site on Regional Road 25 south of Britannia Road on Friday, Sept. 14; Saturday, Sept. 15; or Monday, Sept. 17 from 8 am to 4:30 pm.

150th Events – Milton’s 150th Anniversary Year continues with a display at Milton’s Fall Fair September 21-23 at the Fair Grounds and The Amazing Race on October 13th. Although team registration for the Amazing Race is full, you can cheer-on your favourite team at the final race and finish line at Bishop Reding High School approximately 4:30pm on October 13th. 

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its August 27th meeting rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

