MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau  (June 25th Meeting)

Proclamations – Council designated the Swiss National Day Celebration to be held at Country Heritage Park on July 29th as a Community Festival.

New Councillor – Council welcomed newly elected Councillor Greg Nelson. Councillor Nelson will serve on the Administration & Planning Standing Committee, the Senior’s Advisory Committee, and the Interview Committee.

Hi-Speed Internet – Council unanimously supported applying for a Provincial Grant under the Ontario Municipal Rural Broadband Partnership Program which will fund 1/3 up to $1 million to provide hi-speed internet service to rural Milton. If Milton is chosen as a municipality to receive this grant from OMAFRA, an RFP (Request for Proposals) will be issued to identify potential suppliers and determine final costs.

Road Renaming – Council approved two additional Public Information Sessions to consult with residents on proposed changes to road names and numbering to address safety concerns. The sessions will be held Tuesday, July 10th at the Nassagaweya Community Centre and Thursday, July 12th at the Milton Sports Centre. Feedback can also be left through the website until Friday, July 27th. 

Town Hall Expansion – Demolition of two buildings is underway as part of the Town Hall expansion. Fine Arts Milton will coordinated the painting of the hoarding surrounding construction. Restricted parking is in place with limited parking for visitors adjacent to Hugh Foster Hall. Updated information is available under ‘newsletters’ on the Town website. 

Bell Street Home – Following a public offering, Council approved an offer to purchase ($290,000) the home moved from Mary Street to 181 Bell Street.

Thompson Road Reconstruction – Council awarded the contract for reconstruction from Derry Road to Main Street East at a cost of $13,897,704.

Reservoir Site – Council received a status report on Region’s proposal to construct a reservoir on 14 Sideroad, indicating that the site is currently under review by the Niagara Escarpment Commission and that the Region has initiated water monitoring procedures.

Guelph Line/40l Interchange – Council approved a Ministry of Transportation request to exempt this project, now underway, from the noise control by-law to facilitate night-work and limit disruption of traffic. Two lanes of traffic will generally remain open, with a minimum of one lane available at all times.

Fourth Line Nassagaweya – Council received a report reducing the scope of work required on this road, and recommended that it be included in 2008 Budget deliberations.

Council Salary Review – Council approved adjusting Councillors’ salary to $25,096 and the Mayor’s salary to $60,480 annually, the average compensation of nine municipal comparators.

Boulevard Parking – Council directed staff to consider measures to address safety concerns from parking on the driveway portion of the road allowance. 

Open Air Burning – Council voted to maintain the current Open Air Burning policy that permits burning only in the rural areas with permits. These permits are available on an annual basis from the Fire Department. 

Milton Community Fund – Council approved the recommendations from CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee) to award grants to the following organizations: $4,170 to 820 Air Cadets; $17,350 to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Halton; $20,635 to Halton Agricultural Society; $2,500 to Halton Child & Youth Services; $48,216 to Halton Healthcare Services (Milton Hospital); $6,322 to Knights of Columbus; $11,124 to Milton Concert Band; $5,850 to Milton Distinct High School Reunion Committee; $1,400 to Milton Good Neighbours Community Day; $20,000 to Milton Meals on Wheels; $9,967 to Milton Santa Claus Parade Committee; $1,850 to Milton Scorpions; $27,676 to Milton Scouts; $5,793 to Milton Storm Girls Volleyball; $13,900 to Ontario Steam & Antique Preservers Association; $1,000 to Ontario Track 3 Ski Association; $9,902 to Ontario Women’s Triathlon Committee; $31,035 to Royal Canadian Legion 136; $3,350 to Sexual Assault & Violence Interventions Services of Halton, and $500 to Alan Moffat for travel – a total of $242,540. Two grants were deferred - $4,750 to Fine Arts Society; $800 to Milton Scorpions. Full details on requests (totaling over $780,000) and information on how to apply for the Fall Allocation program ($212,610 remains in the 2007 fund) before application deadline of October 1st are available on the Town website.

GO Transit Lighting - GO transit has adjusted lighting to address concerns of neighbours.

Trails Advisory Committee – Council appointed Sandra D’Angelo, Molly Hutchinson and Dean Woolley to fill vacancies on this committee.

Traffic Control Signals – Council approved a traffic control signal at Thompson Road and Yates Drive, now warranted according to a traffic study.

Playground Equipment – Council approved a policy for shared costs for acquiring and maintaining school playground equipment under specific circumstances at 50% or up to $25,000 pending budget approval on each project.. 

No Parking – Council approved restricted parking in the area of the Milton Fairgrounds during special events including the Steam Era Weekend and Milton Fall Fair. Council approved permanent parking restrictions on Ezard Crescent west of Pettit Trail and Riddell Crescent east of Clark Boulevard to address safety concerns on the curved portion of the roadway.

All Way Stop – Council approved an All-Way stop at Laurier Avenue and Coxe Boulevard.

Hydro Appointments – Council renewed the appointments of Sharon Barkley, William Mercer and Reid Frank to the Milton Hydro Holdings Board of Directors.

Public Meeting – Council held a statutory public meeting for a proposed Temporary Use Amendment to permit a French Catholic elementary school on the former Percy Merry school property at 263 Britannia Road. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

By-law Amendments – Council approved removing the Holding Symbol to permit the development of a youth/children’s activity centre at New Life Pentecostal Church on Thompson Road, south of Derry Road. Council approved a zoning by-law to permit the addition of a motor vehicle dealership at 405 Industrial Drive.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its June 25th meeting & prior Committee Meetings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

