MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau March 26th and April 2nd Meetings

Pesticide By-law – Council received dozens of delegations as well as written submissions at a Special Council meeting on April 2nd. Following debate, Council directed staff to investigate the implications of implementing all classes of pesticide by-laws, including the financial impact and rural/urban issue and report back to Council as soon as possible.

Proclamations – April 22nd - 28th is Pesticide-Free Week. May 6th  –12th is International Youth Week.

Special Recognition – Mayor Krantz introduced leader Rob Fry and members of the 7th Milton Beaver Group.

Community Fund. Applications for the 2007 Milton Community Fund close on April 30th and October 1st. More details on the website.

Neighbourhood Parks – Council approved tenders for the construction of Coates Neighbourhood Park ($754,773.52) and Clarke Neighbourhood Park ($1,118.454).

Thompson Road Reconstruction:  Council approved the final design for reconstruction of Thompson Road from Main Street East to Derry Road and temporary road closures for specific periods between April 2nd and June 30th with construction to be completed in the summer of 2008. Construction impacting traffic will begin following the completion of James Snow Parkway between Main & Derry. Two lanes will remain open during peak hours and one lane open during the balance of the day to facilitate construction. Some weekend closures and specific intersection closures may be required in the short term with prior notice. 

Halton Hills Generating Station - TransCanada Energy appeared as a delegation to present their proposal for a generating station in Halton Hills, the site identified by the Province pending approvals by the Ministry of the Environment. A resolution from the Administration & Planning Committee meeting requesting Council approval of $50,000 for a Consultant report was defeated. Council approved a resolution supporting the Region of Halton’s requests for additional studies and directed staff to work with the Region and keep Council informed.

Conservation Plans for Town Hall – Council approved a study for the conservation of heritage features of Town Hall and Hugh Foster Hall in anticipation of the construction of an expanded of Town Hall.

Milton Transit – Council authorized purchase of four transit buses at $1,725,174, partially funded through Development Charges and Provincial grants. Council approved fare increases of $2.50 per ride, and 10-ticket packages of $20 for adults, $24 for seniors and $16 for students. Monthly bus passes and GO transfers remain unchanged. Information on the tax credit for public transit passes is available at www.transitpass.ca.

Youth Friendly Community – Milton was one of only 14 communities to receive a designation as a youth-friendly community from the Provincial 2006 Play Works Youth Friendly Community Recognition Program. Mayor Krantz will accept this award at a ceremony at Queen’s Park during Youth week in May. MMYAC (Milton Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council) will host Youth-A-Palooza, an all-day event for youth on May 12th at Lions Sports Park 

Rose Cherry’s Home for Kids – Council received notification from The Cedarbrook Society that this unique pediatric hospice located in Nassagaweya will be renamed The Darling Home for Kids and the laneway entrance will be named Rose Cherry Lane.

Water & Well information – An alarming percentage of private wells are not tested on a regular basis. The Region will host Public information sessions on Well Water on Wednesday, April 25th, 3:30 - 9pm at the Nassagaweya Community Centre in Brookville. The Region will hold an Open House on the Cross-Connection Control By-law regarding wells and water on Tuesday, April 24th, 6 – 8pm at the Ramada Conference Centre in Milton. 

GreenCart Program – Halton Region will host a Public Information Centre on its Waste Management GreenCart Program on Thursday, April 12th, 5 – 8pm at the Milton Sports Centre.

Milton Growth – It’s official! Statistics Canada has declared Milton as the fastest-growing community in Canada with 2006 Census data confirming Milton’s population at 53,900, an increase of 71.4% since 2001. 

Council By-Election – Council approved a by-law for hours of voting on June 14th, advance voting on May 26th, for the office of Councillor Ward 2, vacated by Mark Curtis upon his appointment as a Justice of the Peace.

Council Remuneration – Council received a report on the remuneration received by members of Council. Specific information is available at www.milton.ca.

Rental Agreement –Council approved an agreement to lease space to the Canadian Champion the Town Hall Annex, 555 Industrial Drive.

Public Meetings – Council held three statutory public meetings: 1) Proposed Official Plan & Zoning By-law amendments to designate lands at the south/west corner of Pine & Ontario Streets as Residential/Office Sub-Area and rezone a portion of the lands (426 Pine Street) as Medium Density 2 Residential to permit a Senior’s Apartment complex. 2) Proposed Zoning Amendment to permit a food store component as part of the expansion of Wal-Mart at the southwest corner of Steeles Avenue and James Snow Parkway. 3) Proposed Official Plan amendment to permit a Private Communal Water Service as a mitigative measure for the expansion of Hanson Brick in Burlington. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Zoning Amendments – Council approved a Zoning Amendment application from Miltonbrook Land Holdings & Milton Hospital Lands II Investments to permit the development of a residential plan of subdivision with 150 detached homes adjacent to Santa Maria Boulevard (Milton Sports Centre).

Spring Cleanups - The third annual Milton Makeover is set for the morning of Friday, April 20th, encouraging all residents and businesses to pickup up litter in their neighbourhoods. Free garbage bags and gloves are available at the Milton Leisure Centre, Sports Centre, Town Hall and Annex, 101 Nippissing Works Yard, and the Chamber of Commerce. The Annual Roadside Cleanup is set for April 28th, sponsored by the Nassagaweya Community Consultation Committee.  More information from Chairman Jean Woods, 905-854-2107. Good Neighbours Community Day is set for May 5th.  Rural Clean-up Week is May 22nd – 26th with the Brookville Operations Yard (across from Brookville School) open to receive large items from rural residents. Some restrictions apply.  More information on all events is available at www.milton.ca. 

Street name & address changes – The Milton Fire Department has identified a number of duplications and inconsistencies in urban and rural street/road names & addresses. Public Open Houses to comment on the proposed changes will be held Tuesday, April 10th, 6 – 9 pm at the Milton Sports Centre and Wednesday, April 11th, 6 – 9pm at the Nassagaweya Community Centre in Brookville. Comments may also be submitted to the Town and through the website.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its March 26th meeting & prior Administration & Planning meeting as well as the Special Council meeting of April 2nd, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

