MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau  (May 28th Meeting)

Proclamations – June is Spinda Bifida and Hydrocephalus Awareness month. June is also Recreation & Parks Month.  July 6 – 8 is Ontario Family Fishing Weekend.

2008 Budget – Council held an open meeting to provide the public an opportunity for input into the priorities for the 2008 operating & capital budgets. Additional comments can be submitted to Sheryl Hill, Manager, Finance & Accounting.

Town Hall Expansion – Construction will commence shortly to this addition. Limited parking will be available for visitors only in the Town Hall parking lot.

Homes for Sale – The historic home at 8574 Boston Churchill Road is for sale by Orlando Corporation for $1 plus moving costs conditional upon restoration at new site. The Town is selling the home moved from Mary Street to 181 Bell Street through the Multiple Listings Service and closed offers to be accepted until Monday June 18th, 11am.

Free Transit – Effective June 1st, residents can ride Milton Transit for free between 9am and 3pm on weekdays. The free service will also be offered on Canada Day, July 1st and Saturdays during the month of December.  Routes and times available on the Town website. 

Milton Official Plan – The Town held two public open houses on the Background Report of the Five Year Official Plan Review governing land use planning on Wednesday, June 13th. Additional information available on the Town website.

Noxious Weeds – Residents are responsible for destroying noxious weeds and seeds on their property by June 15th, or the Town can enter to do so. A list of affected weeds is available at www.milton.ca. 

Burning Permits – Rural residents must have a permit for open air burning. Contact the Milton Fire Department for details.

Canada Day – The 150th Anniversary of Milton will be celebrated with special activities during the Canada Day Celebrations at the Milton Fairgrounds, including induction of Milton’s first Walk of Fame recipients, the 150th Zone, MMYAC’s Teen Zone, Kid’s Zone, a special evening performance, entertainment and fireworks.

TransCanada-Halton Hills Generating Station – Council received a report regarding this proposed Generating Station near the Halton Hills/Milton border, directing staff to continue to monitor the application. Further to ask Halton Hills to explain why they withdrew their ‘bump up request’ on the Environmental Assessment. 

Pesticide By-law – Council received a report outlining options and implications of a pesticide by-law. After hearing a number of delegations speaking both for and against by-laws, Council defeated a motion to phase out the use of pesticides for cosmetic purposes and its inclusion in the 2008 budget.

Fairgrounds Parking – Council heard Delegations concerned with the agreement between the Town and the Agricultural Society to construct a parking lot for temporary parking during Town Hall construction and instructed staff to report on concerns and timing of underground parking in the new Town Hall facility.

Green Cart – Council requested the Region to defer implementation of the Green Cart program until local municipalities can provide local input. (Note: Regional Council has since approved this program)

Thompson Road construction – The tender for construction has been awarded and construction is to commence early in July.

Durante Development – Council received a staff report on the site plans for the first phase of this development at the northeast corner of Main Street and James Snow Parkway and further requested that staff review the issue of acceleration and deceleration lanes with the Region and MTO.

Employment Lands – Council received a report and directed staff to initiate development of the Secondary Plan for Business Park II located south of Hwy 401 east of James Snow Parkway.

2006 Financial Report – KPMG presented their Annual Report highlighting the Town’s above average ratios in reserve funds and per capita capital spending, but expressing concerns with the level of staffing which create above average workloads.
2007 Human Resource Mid Year Report – Council approved seven additional staff in Engineering, Planning & Development, Community Services and Corporate Services on a contract basis funded through development fees and capital projects, and one additional Manager of Facility Services as a permanent position.

Land Acquisition – Council authorized a conditional offer to purchase the property at 222-224 Mary Street to expand municipal parking lot with funding from the ‘cash in lieu of parking’ reserve. 

Nassagaweya Puslinch Townline Boundary Road Agreement – Council authorized signing this Boundary Road Agreement to share maintenance of the Townline and to share costs of the proposed capital improvements between 20 & 30 Sideroads.

Accelerated Roads Program – Council received and approved a report on the second phase of this program for the construction of Derry Road from Tremaine Road to Bronte Street and Louis St. Laurent from Regional Rod 25 over 16 Mile Creek, assisted with financing from Mattamy Homes.

Rural Road Speed Limits – Council received a review of current rural speed limits, recommending no changes at this time, but subject to further review.

Our Kids Network/Halton Youth Survey – Council welcomed members from the Our Kids Network who presented a review of their study ‘Vision for Children in Halton: Report Card’ highlighting specific information on Milton.

Traffic Control Signals – Council received a report on a study of traffic at Steeles Avenue and Wilson Drive indicating that control signals are not warranted at this time.

Memorial Arena – Council received a report on renovations planned for this Arena including a new entrance and improvements to the rink, dressing rooms, Lions Club hall and new rink scoreboard.

Bell Tower – Bell Canada held two Open Houses regarding the proposed Bell Tower at the Town’s Works Yard in Brookville. Following receipt of this information and public comments, the Town will prepare a report for Council. Further input can be directed to planner Anne Dawkins.

Public Meeting – Council held a salutatory public meeting on a proposed amendment to the Zoning By-law to permit the addition of a motor vehicle dealership at 405 Industrial Drive. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Ontario Municipal Board Appeal – Council authorized staff to attend the OMB hearing in support of the Committee of Adjustment & Consent’s refusal of the application for a minor variance to permit a retail store in the Future Development Zone at 8750 Regional Rd. 25 (old Bingo Hall), but to work with the owners endeavoring to find a suitable use prior to the hearing.
Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its May 28th meeting & prior Committee Meetings, rather than opinions.  Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

