MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau  (November 26th & December Budget Meetings)

Rural High Speed Internet – Council awarded the Outreach component of its rural high speed internet program to McMarketing, Ritchie Bridges Strategy and Ryan Business Solutions. This is part of the rural Internet program through the Province and OMAFRA with Barrett Xplornet as the provider selected through previous tender. 

Operations Centre – Council approved leasing lands from the Region of Halton for ancillary uses at the new Civic Operations Centre to be located adjacent to Halton’s Waste Management facility. 

Branch Library – Council endorsed the design for the Fourth Line Branch of the Milton Public Library.

Water Allocations – Council endorsed the recommendations of Region of Halton to re-allocated a portion of water servicing capacity to Mattamy Homes, noting that the current holder is unable to move forward at this time.

Community Fund – Council approved the recommendations of CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee) for the following distribution of funds under the Fall round of applications to the Milton Community Fund: $12,265 to the Bob Rumball Association for the Deaf; $7,000 to Milton Concert Presentations; $5,408 to Milton Marlin Swim Team; $9,250 to Milton Music Teachers’ Association; $2,093 to the Milton Skating Club; $2,047 to the Navy League of Canada; $64,410 to the Ontario Electric Railway Historical Association; $278 to the Kinnette Club of Milton; $1,800 to the Twin-Power Heritage Association; $800 to Krista Dermott. A total of 62 applications totaling $1,006,682 were received in 2007. $3,231,523 has been allocated to support community groups since the funds inception in 2001. The fund is supported from the proceeds the Town receives as its portion of the revenue from Mohawk Slots.

Rural Bulk Waste and Collection Services – Council approved the Region’s proposal to provide these services to rural Milton effective April 2008. This will replace the Brookville Works Yard Drop-Off program that has been offered twice yearly. 

Advisory Committee on Urban Design – Council directed that Urban Design Guidelines be considered as part of the 2009 Capital Budget, including establishing an Urban Design Committee.

Community Services Master Plan – Council received the Draft Report and directed staff to circulate it for public feedback prior to final consideration by Council in January.

Municipal Infrastructure Deficit – Milton endorsed the resolution adopted by the Region of Halton calling on the Province to discuss the Fairness for Halton concerns as part of the 2008 Provincial pre-budget consultations and that the Regional staff organize a GTA/Hamilton summit to develop a common strategy to assist in attracting Federal and Provincial funds for municipal infrastructure.

Committee Appointments – Councillor Brian Penman was appointed Chair with Councillor Colin Best as Vice-Chair of Administration & Planning and Councillor Mike Boughton was Appointed Chair with Councillor Jan Mowbray Vice-Chair of Community Services at their respective standing Committee meetings for the new term. 

Boundary Road Agreement – Council authorized a boundary road agreement between the City of Hamilton and the Town of Milton.

Transit Advisory Committee – Council authorized the addition of two members of the public to the Transit Advisory Committee, recommending that preference be given to one of the appointees being a student. 

Santa Claus Parades – Council congratulated the Committee on the successful Milton Santa Claus Parade. (Milton’s 150th Anniversary Committee won the Best Theme Float award.) Sadly, cancellation due to the storm prevented the float from appearing at the Campbellville Santa Claus Parade on December 16th.

Mohawk Public Information Session – Woodbine Entertainment will held an Information Session with latest information and reports including golf course design and environmental & hydrogeological assessment information regarding their Official Plan and Rezoning Application of the Mohawk Racetrack & Slots facility on Thursday, December 13th, 7 – 8pm in the Mohawk facility. This application is scheduled to be considered at the Administration & Planning Committee on Monday, January 21st, 7:30pm. 

Bell Tower – Bell will hold a public information meeting regarding its new proposed location for a cell tower at 11565 Guelph Line prior to submitting its application to the Federal Government on Wednesday, December 19th at the Nassagaweya Community Centre, Brookville.

Fire Chief – Brian Ellsworth has been appointed as Milton’s new Fire Chief, effective January 2, 2008. Most recently Deputy Fire Chief & Emergency Management Coordinator for Richmond Hill, he has also served with the Halton Hills Fire Department and with the Halton & Mississauga Ambulance Service.

222-224 Mary Street – Council authorized demolition of this property acquired by the Town to expand public parking for the Central Business District and the Town Hall expansion.

Town Investigator – To comply with new regulations under the Municipal Act, the Town has c selected the Association of Municipalities of Ontario’s Local Authority Services Investigator Program, giving it the authority to act in any investigation regarding the actions of Council in meeting procedures or actions.

Street Renaming &Address Project – Following consultation with the public, staff is preparing this report and recommendations for consideration early in 2008.

St. Mary’s Quarry – Council received an update on Staff’s participation in the CART (Combined Agency Review Team) and Town consultation with Hamilton and government agencies. The Terms of Reference for proposed haul routes and traffic studies have been finalized. Public consultation is now underway. Copies of the proposed routes (including one through Campbellville) are available on their website, and comments can be submitted on-line or through email to communityinfo@stmaryscbm.com.

Economic Development Master Plan – Council received this Master Plan, part of Destiny II, which is now available on the Town’s website.

Public Meetings – Council held four statutory Public Meetings: 1) Application by Octavian Meadows for a Zoning Amendment to permit 58 freehold townhouse units (rather than Condominiums) and reducing the required minimum frontage on the north side of Maple Avenue. 2) Application by Fieldgate for an amendment to the Zoning By-law to change the deck provisions to allow for walkout basements at the Derry & Bronte Road CN Rail corridor. 3) Application by Heathwood for a Zoning amendment to Medium Density Residential and to change deck provisions to allow for walkout basements sat the Main Street CN Rail corridor. 4) Application by Mattamy to permit the establishment of a model home campus at Derry Road and Holly Avenue. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

150th Commemorative Items – A very limited number of 150th Anniversary Coins & Tree Ornaments are available for sale. Also, many clothing items have been reduced in price, ready for holiday giving. Check the Town website for more information.

Budget Deliberations – The Budget Committee of Council recommended an overall tax rate increase of 6.6%. When combined with the Region (a 3.7% increase) & anticipated Education taxes, this translates to a 3.37% urban & 3.21% rural increase. Based on an average $300,000 assessment, the Town’s portion translates to $45.93 urban & $37.93 rural increase. The Capital Budget totals $27,580,000 for 97 projects. A&P recommended a total tax levy of $20,749,452 comprised of a general levy of $17,874 and an urban service area levy of $2,874,712.  The Operating Budget for the Town totals $49 million with the remainder funded through user fees, grants, and other income.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its November 26th meeting and prior Committee Meetings rather than opinions.  It also includes recommendations of the Budget Committee meetings of December 10th and 11th. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

