MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau  (January 28th Meeting)

Proclamations: February is Heart Month.

Recognition – Council welcomed Brian Ellsworth as the new Fire Chief. Chief Ellsworth highlighted the importance of motorists recognizing the flashing green light as the signal of a volunteer firefighter responding to an emergency.
Presentations - Council recognized Kevin Brackley, Bruce Carlin, Michael Cluett, Karin Muller, Ken Keates and Michael O’Gorman for their contributions on various Town boards and committees and welcomed Henry Muller for his role as the Town mascot Milly the Millstone.

Rural Broadband  – Council received a project update indicating that Barrett Xplore will offer service to south rural Milton by early Spring and is still reviewing sites for service to north & west rural Milton. The entire network is targeted for completion by summer 2008. The Outreach and Awareness Program will host four workshops: Family Friendly High Speed Internet on February 13th at the Milton Sports Centre and April 16th At Nassagaweya Hall in Brookville; High Speed Internet for Equine & Agribusiness on March 18th at Lion’s Hall in Campbellville; High Speed Internet for Small Business/Home Office on May 13 at Lion’s Hall in Campbellville. All sessions run from7-9pm. Barrett Xplore will be present at all sessions to answer questions.
Theatre Camp – Council approved retaining Theatre Day Camp 2008 with some changes to fees and facilities.

Bike Path Update – Council received this report, supporting bike paths within the Trail system rather than designated lanes in the Mattamy Wellwood and Brownridge Developments. 

Traffic Signals – Council received a report indicating that warrants for signals at Main Street East and Millside Drive/Fulton Street are not yet met, but staff will continue to monitor the intersection. 

Pedestrian Crossover – Council approved replacing the crosswalk at Childs Drive east of Ontario Street with a Mid-block Pedestrian Signal (button to activate traditional traffic signals) and that this system be used in place of crosswalks where warranted.

Graffiti Policy – Council approved a policy to remove offensive graffiti within 24 hours and all graffiti within 72 hours of being reported. Staff was directed to review how this might affect adjacent private properties.

Municipal Conferences – Council approved participation in 2008 Municipal Conferences: Ontario Good Roads Association  – Jan Mowbray; Federation of Canadian Municipalities – Mike Boughton & Brian Penman (plus Mayor Krantz); Association of Municipalities of Ontario – Colin Best, Mike Boughton, Cindy Lunau, Jan Mowbray, Greg Nelson, Brian Penman, Wendy Schau (plus Mayor Krantz).

Desktop PC Replacement – After reviewing a cost analysis, Council approved continuing with a three-year replacement cycle.

OMB Hearing – Council received information on the settlement of the Shellrock Ontario Municipal Board appeal. This permits 209 residential units with Shellrock signing financial agreements with the Region and Town. It further facilitates transfer of school blocks, park block, and valley land block. 

Landscaping Companies in Rural Areas – Council requested the Region of Halton be requested to broaden the current land use policy review of the appropriateness of permitting landscaping businesses in the rural area of Burlington to include the rural area of Milton and that an appropriate policy and strategy be developed to address this land use issue.

Annual Reports – Council received 2007 Annual Reports from the Committee of Adjustment & Consent and Heritage Milton. Annual Reports are available on the Town website.

Web Site – Milton’s Webmaster Linda Nielsen-Taylor presented the new Town website highlighting the new features.

Community Services Master Plan – Council received the final report including community comments.

Public Library – Council received the Public Library 2007 Annual Report and approved the naming of the new branch library as Milton Public Library-Beaty Branch.

Municipal Infrastructure Investment Initiative funding Program – Council approved submitting an application to this program for $1,145,615 to be applied against the construction cost of $3,277,097 for the new library.

Family Holiday – Council approved February 18th as the new public holiday for Town employees. 

New School Funding – Council endorsed the Town of Halton Hills’ resolution outlining concerns with respect to provincial education funding for new school construction.

Milton Sports Centre – Council directed staff to report on how to achieve the acceleration of the second phase of the Sports Centre.

Region Waste Management Program – Council directed staff to ask the Region why the Town has not been given the opportunity to comment on the new Regional program prior to ratification at Regional Council.

Earth Hour – Council directed staff to report on what Milton can do to support Earth Hour on March 29th.

Citizen Appointments – Council approved the following appointments: Carolyn Anstey, Glenn English, Anita Mangotich and Jim Shaw to the Downtown Business Improvement Association; Marie Cosulich to the Milton Accessibility Advisory Committee; Tom Goodbody and Killian Hobbs to the Transit Advisory Committee; Brian Williams to Heritage Milton.

Public Meetings – Council held a statutory public meeting for a proposed amendment by Manaman Centre to develop a retain/commercial centre at 6432 First Line (Bronte Road) and Louis St. Laurent Boulevard. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Approved Official Plan Amendment – Following years of consultation and technical reports, Council unanimously approved an Official Plan Amendment to permit Woodbine Entertainment to develop a golf course, hotel facility and ancillary uses at Mohawk Racetrack on Guelph Line, Campbellville.  

Approved Zoning Amendments – Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved three Zoning By-law Amendments: 1) By Loganbrook Holdings to permit development of 40 Live Work Units at Derry and Thompson Roads. 2) to modify deck provisions on lands within the Heathwood subdivision. 3) to modify deck provisions within the Fieldgate subdivision.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its January 28th  meeting and prior Committee Meetings rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

