MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau (June 23rd Meeting)   

Proclamations  – July 4-6 is Ontario Family Fishing Weekend.

Library Master Plan – Stuart Charles, Chair of the Library Board, and Todd Brown from Monteith Brown presented the Milton Public Library Master Plan in accordance with the Milton Destiny 2 Strategic Plan. Council endorsed the report, subject to Budget considerations.

Environmental Assessment Study – The Region presented the ESR on the Tremaine Road and James Snow Parkway projects as endorsed by Regional Council in early May and now available for public review. Tremaine Road improvements include four lanes with sidewalk & shoulders, bike lanes, round-about at Main Street, realignment north of Main Street, railway separation and new interchange at Hwy. 401. James Snow Parkway will be extended to meet Campbell Road. There will be two phases to the projects from 2011 to 2018.

Road Resurfacing – Council awarded a tender of $747,670 for the 2008 Asphalt Overlay program, substituting Maple Avenue for 5 Sideroad & Sixth Line Nassagaweya since these two roads require reconstruction rather than resurfacing. 

Road Salt – A three-year contract with Sifto Salt was awarded with an annual estimated cost of $818,720.

Parking Restrictions – Council authorized ‘no parking’ on streets adjacent to the Milton Fair Grounds in order to maintain Emergency Routes during the Steam Era Weekend on August 29 to September 1 and the Milton Fall Fair from September 26-28.

Emergency Management Program – Council received an update on training and initiatives in case of a public emergency; the Town has conditional approval of $24,000 in provincial funding for emergency equipment and generator.

Milton Hydro – Following recommendations from the Annual Meeting of Milton Hydro, Council approved the appointment of Kenneth Liddon as a director through 2010 and KPMG as the external auditor for 2008.

2015 Pan Am Games – Council supported in principle the ‘Intent to Bid’ proposal that the 2015 Pam American Games be hosted in the Greater Toronto Area/Greater Golden Horseshoe with staff to identify options for Milton’s participation in this bid.

Community Fund – Supporting the recommendation of CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee), Council approved grants totaling $156,037 (& $8,964 deferred grants) to groups and individuals in Spring allocations from the Milton Community Fund: $23,000 to Big Brothers Big Sisters of Halton, $17,735 to the Canadian Mental Health Association, $4,750 to the Fine Arts Society of Milton, $14,000 to the Halton Agricultural Society, $2,564 to Leash Free Milton, $2,260 to Milton Choristers, $6,063 to Milton Concert Band, $11,696 to Milton Curling Club, $1,369 to Milton Marlin Swim Team, $5,751 to Milton Mighty Ducks, $14,570 to Milton Youth Soccer Club, $18,000 to Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada/Halton, $3,080 to North Halton Girls Hockey Association, $14,200 to Ontario Steam & Antique Preservers Association. Travel grants of $1,300 each were approved for Andrew Scarffe, Brent Burke, Alex Davis, Bryan Iwasa-Madge, Chris Leeder, Colin Scarffe, Colm Whitford, John Swan, Paul Zielinski and Scott Davis to compete in provincial and national championships;$1,500 each was awarded to Alan Moffat and Duncan Moffat to compete in International Wrestling Championships. $ 300 was awarded to Quincy Brozo to compete in provincial swimming championships. Grants of $5,390 to Lorne Scots Milton Army Cadet Corps and $3,000 to Milton Chinese Associate were deferred pending further information.   $193,397 remains available for the fall round of applications, closing deadline of 4:30pm September 29th. More information on this fund is available on the Town website.
St. Mary’s Quarry – Council approved funding of $30,000 for a peer review of studies and reports related to the St. Mary’s quarry proposal and requested that the City of Hamilton cease consideration by CART (Combined Agency Review Team) of the Traffic and Haul Route Study identifying a haul route through Campbellville until reports have been provided with respect to the Environment and Hydrogeology impacts. In a related Notice of Motion, Council requested the City of Hamilton not approve applications to amend the City’s Official Plan and Zoning By-law until the Ministry of the Environment provides a letter of clearance indication the site is free of all contamination.

Heavy Truck Traffic Regulations – Council approved a report with heavy traffic definitions and identifying roads for Heavy Trucks and Seasonal Load Restrictions. A by-law was passed restricting truck traffic on all other roads, unless making a local delivery. A petition by residents of Lower Base Line to maintain restrictions was not approved. The report and by-law are available on the Town website. 

Performance Measurements – Council received the 2007 results of the Municipal Performance Measurement Program required by the Municipal Act covering 30 areas of services delivered by the Town. The full report is available on the Town website.

Committee Appointments – Alison Griffiths was appointed to the Trails Advisory Committee. Brian Barber was appointed to the Downtown business Improvement Area Committee.

Rural High Speed Launch – The public is invited to join with Council and partners in the Milton Rural Connections Broadband Program to officially launch program connectivity on Wednesday, July 23rd from 11am to Noon in the parking lot of Mohawk Racetrack, including the ‘high performance’ appearance by local race car driver/celebrity Robin Buck.

CN Rail – CN Rail has announced that they will not be going ahead with an Intermodal Site, but will be proceeding with a proposal for an industrial park.

Sustainable Halton – The Region has passed a recommendation to endorse water allocations in principle, and will be proceeding with input for public meetings on Sustainable Halton. 

Public Meeting – Council held a statutory Public Meeting to consider an application by Gordon Food Services for a zoning amendment to permit 292 additional parking spaces at their location,  2999 James Snow Parkway. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Approved Zoning Amendments – Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved the following: 1) A Zoning amendment to permit 860 Nipissing Road to be used as a place of worship by the Christian Coptic Orthodox Church. 2) A zoning amendment to permit a commercial building 1716 Derry Road, southeast corner of Thompson & Derry Roads. 3) A zoning amendment to permit commercial development on the southwest corner of Derry Road and Scott Boulevard.
Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email addresses for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its June 23rd meeting and prior Committee Meetings rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

