MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau (March 31st Meeting)   

Proclamations  – May is Multiple Sclerosis Month. May 4-11th is Naturopathic Medicine Week. May 25-31 is National Access Awareness Week

Milton Education Village – Following delegations and presentations, Council unanimously approved the concept of an Education Neighbourhood on the west side of Tremaine Road between Derry and Britannia Roads. A 5-acre parcel of Town-owned land on Main Street (adjacent to the Railway tracks) will be traded for 150-acres of Mattamy-owned lands. A Memorandum of Understanding has been signed with Wilfred Laurier University to establish a university campus. Currently outside of the urban boundary, the campus and adjacent lands will be part of the Sustainable Halton review, and the Town will hold a Design Charette to identify opportunities for an Education Neighbourhood.

Police Report – Halton Regional Police Chief Gary Crowell and Superintendent Signy Pittman reported on policing statistics, enforcement and education.

Development Charges – Council designated Watson and Associates Economists Ltd. to prepare the Development Charges Background Study.
Milton Community Fund – Following recommendations by CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee) Council approved travel grants to Jared Robb ($600), Duncan Moffat ($600), and Ranbir Hans ($600) to compete in the National Wrestling Championships and to Katarina Del-Rosso ($500) to participate in the National Softball Championships. The 2008 Fund of $360,816 is now open for applications with deadlines of April 28th and September 29th. More information is available on the Town website.

Tenders – $598,981.50 to Al-Pak Construction for the reconstruction of Bell Street; $704,575.99 to Pacific Paving Ltd. For the construction of Clarke Neighbourhood Park North to include a multi-purpose sports field and children’s play area.

Provincial Funding – The Town will receive $1,145,615 for the Beaty Branch Library under the Municipal Infrastructure Investment Initiative.

Regional Representation – The Region of Halton has passed a resolution for no changes to current Regional representation, but is considering a request to allow Regional Councillors to designate a representative should they not be able to attend a Committee of Council Meeting. 

Notice of Motion – Council approved waiving the Procedural By-law to permit a future presentation by the Halton Learning Foundation.

Residential Sprinklers – Council endorsed the City of Mississauga’s resolution to request that the Province require that sprinklers be included in all new residential construction under the Ontario Building Code and the Ontario Fire Code.
Waste Management – The Region’s new program is now in effect for weekly collection of Blue Boxes and Green Cart. Garbage will be collected every other week. With the new policy of large item pickups approximately once a month, the Town will no longer have drop-off collection at the Brookville Yard. Collection dates are available on the Region’s website. 

Communities in Action Fund – Council approved applying for this Provincial grant to assist in developing a Physical Activity Plan.

Fire Department – Council received the Fire Department Master Service Plan outlining future needs including two additional fire halls and additional fire fighters subject to future budget deliberations.

No Stopping Designation – Council denied a request for a No Stopping Zone on Walkers Line south of 3 Sideroad.

Train Whistling – Council approved eliminating train whistling at the railway crossing on 1 sideroad west of Tremaine Road subject to concurrence from Transport Canada.

Audible Traffic Signals – Audible pedestrian signals have been installed at the intersection of Ontario Street & Laurier Avenue, increasing accessibility for pedestrians with visual impairments.

Lifesaving Society Canada – Council received a report outlining the programs of this charitable organization and the participation of Town staff including Lynn Galioto recently recognized for five years of service and Patrick D’Almada now serving as President of LSSC. Congratulations!

Rural Wells – Council requested that staff participate in the Region’s Rural Drinking Water Study. 

No Heavy Traffic Regulations – Council approved a report identifying roads proposed for No Heavy Traffic Regulations, but deferred ratification of the By-law pending a meeting with residents concerned with proposed removal of regulations on Lower Base Line.

Council Remuneration – Council received a report on remuneration and expenses paid to members of Council and the Committee of Adjustment.

MPAC Assessment – Council received a report detailing that the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation has responded to Town concerns and registered an additional $86 million (7.79%) of assessment to Milton tax rolls. 

Telecommunications Tower Protocol – Council approved a protocol for the review of telecommunication tower proposals with amendments to include reference to Ontario or National Building Codes as applicable and to be encouraged to locate away from institutions unless requested by a specific institution. Towers are approved by Industry Canada, but the Town is considered as a commenting agency.

Town Staff – To meet legislated timeframes, Council approved hiring for 15 additional positions to facilitate residential building permit processing and inspection with funding through application fees.

Public Meetings – Council held three statutory Public Meetings. 1). By 940203 Ontario Ltd. for a zoning amendment to permit a commercial building on the southeast corner of Thompson & Derry Roads. 2) By Milton Investments for a zoning amendment to permit a retail/commercial centre on lands between Maple Avenue and Hwy. 401. 3) By Mattamy Milton West for a zoning amendment to permit commercial development on the southwest corner of Derry Road and Scott Boulevard. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Approved Zoning Amendment – Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved a Zoning amendment By-law to change minimum lot frontage on specific pie shaped lots north of Derry Road, East of Thompson Road.
Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email addresses for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its March 31st meeting and prior Committee Meetings rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

