MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau (Nov. 24th Meeting)  

Town Hall Update – Council received a report indicating that the Town Hall Addition is expected to be ready for occupancy in mid-February at which time a two-three month renovation on the current Town Hall will begin. The Project Budget of $23,980,000 of all associated costs is on track.
Community Fund – Council approved CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee) recommendations to award $190,847 in grants to the following : $4,429 to Acclaim Health; $3442 to Allis-Chalmers Club of Ontario; $3681 to Canadian Red Cross, Halton; $8238 to Community Living North Halton;$38,550 to Country Heritage Park; $3300 to Destination Campbellville Community Association; $6300 to Italian Canadian Club of Milton; $7790 to Milton Community Resource Centre (with $8200 deferred); $4086 to Milton Dynamo Wrestling Club; $3135 to Milton Girls Baseball Association; $2100 to Milton Good Neighbours Community Day; $2950 to Milton Lacrosse Association; $8,000 to Milton Meal on Wheels; $16,470 to Milton Minor Hockey Association; $14,375 to Milton Skating Club; $20,000 to Ontario Electric Railway Historical Association; $5500 to Ontario Track 3 Ski Association; $17,565 to Reach Out Centre for Kids;$11,736 to Sexual Assault & Violence Intervention of Halton; travel grant of $1100 to Lauren Kelly for the Under 18 Hockey Championships. A total of 31 applications for $647,956 were received in the fall round. The fund is supported from the proceeds the Town receives as its portion of the revenue from Mohawk Slots. More information on this Fund is available on the Town website.
Pound Keeper – Council appointed Doug McPhail as Pound Keeper; McPhail is also the Town’s livestock valuer and weed inspector.

Building Canada Fund – Council approved applying for $15M in funds through the Federal/Provincial Building Canada program for construction of the Arts & Entertainment Centre and Central Library. Design for this $40M project is planned in 2011 with 2012/13 construction.

Central Fire Station – Council was advised that it will receive $2,421,207 under the Investing in Ontario Act to be used in 2009 for reconstruction of the Central Fire Station. Council directed staff to proceed with plans to replace the current fire station.
Notice of Motion – Council endorsed a City of Kingston motion requesting the Province to increase the ‘heads and beds’ payments to at least match the rate of inflation since 1987 to compensate for the loss of property taxes due to exemptions for post-secondary, correctional and education institutions and hospitals.

Milton Transit –Council approved participating in a two-year pilot program supported through Metrolinx for “Google Transit,” a web-based trip-planning system providing immediate trip-planning information. Council endorsed the overall principles relating to the development of a Regional Transportation Plan as outlined in the Metrolinx Draft Regional Transportation Plan and Draft Investment Strategy naming Milton as a regional transportation hub.  A Strategic Plan Study for Transit Services through 2013 is currently underway. Residents are encouraged to submit their opinions and suggestions.

Transit Advisory Committee - Angela Michieli has been appointed to the Milton Transit Advisory Committee.

Road Reconstruction – Council approved the final design and construction for Heslop Road, Bowes Street, Maplewood Crescent and Parkway Drive.

Elizabeth Street – Council did not support a staff recommendation for no-parking on the east side of Elizabeth Street north of Main Street, requesting a further report after one year.

Economic Development – Robert Humphrey has joined the Town as Economic Development Officer, following the departure of Robbie Grewal who has now joined the Ministry of Transportation.

Fourth Line Nassagaweya – Further work on this re-construction project has been deferred to spring due to weather conditions.

Quarterly Reports – Council received quarterly reports from Engineering Services, Community Services, Corporate Services and the Fire Department.  These reports are available on the Town website.

Brookville Works Yard – Council approved an annual ground water monitoring program for the Brookville Yard Salt Storage at a cost of $25,000 to be considered in the 2009 Operating Budget.

Rural Library Service – Milton Library is looking for 50 rural households to participate in a pilot project. Books requested on-line or by phone will be mailed with a postage paid return envelope for the book’s return. For more information or to register, call the library at 905-875-2665 (Book).

Diaper Disposal – Regional Council approved a Bag-Tag program for diaper disposal in 2009.  Information on the program will be included in the 2009Waste Collection Calendar.

Public Meetings - Council held four statutory Public Meetings. 1) Julia, Julius and Angela Zammit for a zoning by-law amendment to permit a day nursery at 350 Ontario Street South. 2) WJG Steeles Holdings for a zoning by-law amendment to permit the addition of an automobile parts and industrial parts sales and service at 360 Steeles Avenue. 3) ZAG Properties for a zoning by-law amendment to permit retail/commercial uses at 8521 Escarpment Way (Regional Rd. 25 north of Hwy. 401). 4) ZAG Properties for a zoning by-law amendment for motor vehicle dealership, gas bar, drive through service facility and convenience store at 8611 Escarpment Way. Once all comments have been received, reports will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.
2009 Capital and Operating Budgets – Council will meet to consider these budgets on December 8th & 9th. Copies of Budget documents are available on-line, on CD and at the Milton Public Library.
Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email addresses for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its November 24th meeting a prior Committee Meetings rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

