MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau (Sept 22nd Meeting)  

Proclamations – October is Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention Month. October 22 is Child Care Worker & Early Educator Appreciation Day. November 1 – 11 is Remembrance Week.

Remembrance Day Parades – The Royal Canadian Legion will honour Remembrance Day with Parades & Ceremonies at the Haltonville Soldiers’ Memorial in Brookville on Sunday November 2nd and at Victoria Park Cenotaph in Milton on Sunday November 9th.

Senior of the Year – Ruth Stinson was recognized as Milton’s Senior of the Year, recognizing her volunteer work at the Milton Seniors’ Activity Centre.
Boyne Survey – Council awarded a contract of $548,280 to Macaulay Shiomi Howson Ltd. to develop a Secondary Plan for the Boyne Survey. This plan will detail the framework for the Phase III Expansion Area (south end of Milton) and the proposed Education Village (west of Tremaine & Derry Roads) with detailed policies on land use, urban form & design, intensification, parks & open space, and related issues. The process will include public consultation.
Sports Centre Expansion – Council awarded a contract of $88,875 to Monteith Brown Planning to develop a concept design & business plan for expansion of the Milton Sports Centre including consultation with user groups and public consultation in 2009 for construction in 2010.

Education Village – Council approved retaining Cleantech Group to prepare a Strategic Directions Report to provide a market analysis and environmental scan for Research and/or Innovation Business Parks affiliated or connected to post-secondary institutions which could be used as a basis for facilities within the proposed Milton Education Village.
Main Street Grade Separation – Council approved the exchange of property and a construction agreement with Westpen Properties (Milton Mall) to facilitate the construction of a grade separation under the CPR tracks on Main Street in 2012/2013.

Fire Department - Fire Chief Brian Ellsworth introduced Deputy Fire Chief David Pratt who has joined the Milton Fire Department. October 5th - 11th was Fire Prevention Week including open houses at the Central Fire Station on Steeles Avenue and the Campbellville Fire Station. Three new mascots - a ‘smoke alarm’ & ‘battery’ and Milty the Fire Dude (a larger than life inflatable firefighter) join Sparky’s team in fire prevention and education. The Fire Department has also adopted Milly the Millstone (Milton’s 150th Anniversary mascot). The Fire Department Team (including real-life members) participates in community events.
Fire Station #4 – Council awarded a contract of $189,000 to ZAZ Architects for design and contract administration of a new fire station at James Snow Parkway and Waldie Avenue.

Thompson Road – Road construction and Underpass are nearing completion with the Official Opening Ceremony scheduled for October 23rd, 3-4pm at the Milton Memorial Arena on Thompson Road. This project which began in 2005 is Milton’s largest road project to date. 

Louis St. Laurent Blvd – Council approved advancing the design of this roadway from Regional Rd. 25 to Tremaine Road including a bridge over 16-mile Creek and a CN rail overpass, with Mattamy contributing $318,000 of the estimated $478,000 cost. This design permits the Town to advance the construction from the 2013 scheduled completion.
Delegations –Michael Hannay (South Georgetown Landowners), Glen Schnarr (various developers). Ken Dakin (Catholic Cemeteries of the Diocese of Hamilton, Sandy Martin (Milton Chamber of Commerce) addressed Council regarding the staff report on Sustainable Halton. 

Sustainable Halton – Council endorsed ‘Appendix A’ to Report PD-O76-08 as the preferred option for the Region’s Sustainable Halton plan with an amendment to retain Area D with employment designation. This Report (available on the website) identifies Milton’s 12 First Principles of Growth and supports residential growth in the Town of Halton Halls in accordance with established HUSP principles.
Quarterly Reports – Community Services and Engineering presented quarterly reports, also available on the Town website. Engineering highlights: upcoming construction of a multi-use pathway along Steeles Avenue from Thompson Road to James Snow Parkway continuing along JSP to Main Street; a chain link fence along the CPR tracks between Thompson Road and James Snow Parkway.
Parking Restrictions – Council approved a no-stopping by-law on the east side of Wilson Drive adjacent to Robert Baldwin Public School, parking prohibition on the curved portion of Bonin Crescent, and a parking prohibition on Dawson Crescent.
Road Closure – Council approved the extension of the Fourth Line between Beaty Trail and the Union Gas Easement through October 25th, 2008.

Milton Transit – Council received reports on the recent disruptions to service and a bus procurement policy.

Winter Operations Review – Council received a report on potential enhancements to winter operations of road and sidewalk/trails to be considered in the 2009 budget.

Closed Captioning – Council approve the implementation of Closed Captioning service for Council meetings.
Child Care Programs – Council approved a lease with Milton Community Resource Centre to provide pre-school programs and before/after school care at the Campbellville Lions Club Hall.

Boulevard Trees – Council received a report on the maintenance/replacement of trees and efforts to encourage residents to help care for trees on boulevards adjacent to their properties.
Tax Payments – Council approved the use of MasterCard and Visa credit cards for payment of property taxes; service charges for this service will be clearly identified and must be accepted by the property owner.
Provincial Grant – Milton’s share of the Investing In Ontario Act is $2,421,207 which will be applied to capital projects in the 2009 Budget.

Ward Boundary Review – Public meeting on the review of ward boundaries for Council representation were held in September. The consultant is preparing a draft of options for further discussion in early 2009; a final recommendation will be presented to Council in March 2009.
Off-Leash Dog Park – Milton’s off-leash dog park at 230 Fourth Line (Derry Rd & Trudeau Drive) is now open, maintained by Leash-Free Milton. Membership information is available through infor@leashfreemilton.com. 

Slots Revenue – The Town has received a second quarter payment of $1,543,810.00 from the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation as its portion of revenue from the Slots at Mohawk Racetrack. Per Council policy, this will be used for capital projects in the 2009 budget.
OMB Appeal – Council approved appealing a zoning by-law amendment by Halton Hills that permits a commercial centre by North American Property Group; Town staff is directed to negotiate a potential settlement of outstanding issues.

20 Sideroad Realignment – Regional Council has endorsed the Environmental Study Report on 20 Sideroad (Regional Road 34) from First Line Nassagaweya to Nassagaweya/Puslinch Townline, open for public review until October 24th. 

Accessibility Workshops – Milton, in partnership with Durham College, will host three workshops to assist business and organization in complying with the accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act – October 24th on training requirements, November 21& 21 on Implementing Accessible Customer Service, January 21-23 on training individuals to become instructors. Detailed information on the Town website
Approved Zoning Amendments - Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved the following: 1) By Milton Investments for a zoning amendment to permit a retail/commercial centre on lands between Maple Avenue and Hwy. 401. 2) By Gordon Food Services for a zoning amendment to permit 292 additional parking spaces.
Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email addresses for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its  Sept.22nd meeting rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

