MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau  (January 26th Meeting)

Proclamations: February is Heart Month.

Meeting location – The January meeting of Council was held at the Nassagaweya Community Centre in Brookville due to scheduled reconstruction of Town Hall affecting the Council Chambers. With the delay in this reconstruction, February meetings will continue to be held at Town Hall; beginning in March, Council and Committees of Council will hold meeting in the Banquet Room at the Milton Sports Centre on Derry Road. 
Annual Reports – Council received 2008 Annual Reports from Heritage Milton, the Milton Committee of Adjustment and Consent, the Naming Conventions Committee and the Milton Library Board. Council received the 4th Quarter and year-to-date report on Municipal Law Enforcement Activity.
Transmission Line – Council received a report from the Ministry of the Environment on the results of the Environmental Assessment for the Bruce to Milton Transmission Reinforcement Project.

Hydro Distribution – Following five delegations speaking to this issue, Council unanimously supported a resolution requesting that the Ontario Energy Board and Hydro One Networks remove the 83 customers currently with Milton Hydro from the application which would transfer their distribution to Hydro One; further that the Ontario Energy Board be requested to hold an oral hearing on this matter. Councillor Lee advised that the Milton Hydro Board of Directors was in favour of retaining these customers.

Hydro Board Appointment – Council appointed Councillor Brian Penman as a second Council representative to the Milton Hydro Board of Directors.

Hospital Funding – Council received a presentation by the Growing Communities Healthcare Alliance and passed a motion requesting the Province to ensure growth funding for hospitals and social services, implement population based funding for hospitals and healthcare services, and develop a health care and social services growth plan to complement Places to Grow.

Regional Resolution- Council endorsed a resolution from the Region of Halton to the Province indicating that further water or waste water allocation supporting residential development will be held pending an approved financial plan that will not compromise the Region’s financial position. 
Potential Capital Projects for 2009 – Council identified ten ‘shovel ready’ capital projects that could be added to 2009 construction projects for potential Federal Infrastructure Funding.

Notice of Motion – Council approved a request to permit the Y.M.C.A. to address the February 23rd Council meeting.
Interim Taxes – Council passes a by-law for tax due dates and Pre-Authorized Payments (PTP). Dates under Program I – February 2, March 2, April 1, May 1 and June 1; Program II – February 27 and April 30. PTP program offers monthly and quarterly withdrawals: Monthly installment on the first business day between February & November; Quarterly installments in February, April, June and September.

Committee Chairs – Milton Community Services Standing Committee elected Councillor Mike Boughton as Chair and Councillor Wendy Schau as Vice-Chair. Milton Administration and Planning Committee elected Councillor Brian Penman as Chair and Councillor Colin Best as Vice-Chair.

Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act – Council received a report with the Town’s comments to be forwarded to the Ministry of Community and social Services. This report with comments is available on the Town website.

Nassagaweya Tennis Club Agreement – Council approved renewing the existing agreement with the Nassagaweya Tennis Club for the use of the facilities through October 30, 2009.

Parking Restrictions – Council approved a No-Stopping By-law for vehicles on the north side of Pearen Avenue from Coxe Boulevard to Randall Crescent from 8am to 5pm on weekdays from September 1 to June 30 to address concerns relating to EW Foster Public School.  A No Parking Anytime By-law was approved for Steeles Avenue from Appleby Line to Tremaine. Temporary road closures were approved for Queen Street between Hugh Street and Charles Street between March 2nd and July 31st to permit reconstruction.
Traffic Study – Council received a report indicating that although there has been a significant increase (23% to 44%), the warrants required for a traffic signal at Bronte Street and Laurier Avenue have not been met.

Graffiti Reporting – The Town website now includes an on-line Graffiti Reporting form (under Residents- Community Involvement) as part of its initiative with the Halton Regional Police to eliminate graffiti.

Queen Street Reconstruction – Following a number of resident delegations, Council approved Option 5 for the Queen Street Reconstruction between Hugh Street and Charles Street including a boulevard and sidewalks on both sides of the road.

Program Cancellation – Council approved a policy of program and facility cancellations due to inclement weather conditions.

Banner Installation – Council approved a policy to permit approved organizations to hang banners over Ontario Street across from the Mall and Martin Street at Chris Hadfield Park with insurance and installation costs covered by the organization and a $50 permit fee. Staff is reviewing other potential sites including fences on Town property. 

Trails Advisory Committee – Council appointed Paul Elliot to the vacancy on the Trails Advisory Committee.

Municipal Conferences – Council approved attendance at the following Conferences: Ontario Good Roads Association-Colin Best; Federation of Canadian Municipalities-Gord Krantz and Colin Best; Association of Municipalities of Ontario Colin Best, Mike Boughton, Cindy Lunau, Jan Mowbray, Greg Nelson, Brian Penman, Wendy Schau, and Paul Scherer.
Approved Zoning Amendments – Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved the following: 1) By Intracorp Projects for a Draft Plan Approval subject to revisions and servicing allocation to permit the development of a residential plan of subdivision with an initial 106 detached residential units, commercial block, district park and a residential reserve block at the south east corner of Main Street West and Tremaine Road. 2) By Cosimo & Immacolata Lizzi for a zoning amendment to permit a day nursery at 995 Fourth Line (adjacent to the new Bruce Trail Library).
Public Meetings –Council held three statutory Public Meetings to consider applications: 1) By Mattamy Brownridge for a zoning by-law to permit development of a public secondary school on the southwest corner of Fourth Line and Louis St. Laurent Blvd. to accommodate 1200 students in 2010-2011. 2) By Mattamy Milton West for a zoning amendment by-law to change the location of the Village Square within the subdivision west of Tremaine Road. 3) By Cancast Inc. for a zoning amendment by-law to permit development of six four-storey condominium apartment buildings with 312 units at the southwest corner of Main Street and Sinclair Boulevard. 
Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Approved Zoning Amendments - Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved the following: 1) By Mattamy (Brownridge) to permit 65 residential units, nine residential reserve blocks, one place of worship block and open space west of Thompson Road, north of Louis St. Laurent. 2) By Manaman Centre to develop a retain/commercial centre at 6432 First Line (Bronte Road) and Louis St. Laurent Boulevard.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its January 26th meeting and prior Committee meetings rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)

