MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau  (May 29th meeting)
New Address – Town Hall has a new street and mailing address following reconstruction: 150 Mary Street, Milton, Ontario, L9T 6Z5.
Meeting locations – All meetings of Council and Council committees are being held in the Milton Sports Centre until the reconstruction of Town Hall (and Council Chambers) is complete. 
Proclamations –June is Seniors’ Month, Recreation & Parks Month and Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus Awareness Month. June 6 was Halton Pride Day. July 4-6  is Ontario Family Fishing Weekend. 

Recognition – Sharon Barkley received a Certificate for her years of service on the Milton Hydro Board. 

Presentations – Ho Wong (Region of Halton) and Bill Mann (Town of Milton) updated Council with a progress report on Sustainable Halton, including a resolution that Milton’s preferred option be considered by Council on June 22nd. Council generally endorsed Concept #2 with a number of outstanding issues including a balanced residential/employment ratio, inclusion of Milton Education Village Special Policy Area, and resolution of how the Natural Heritage System would apply to Milton.
Quarterly Reports – Council received 1st Quarter Activity reports from Community Services, Engineering, Fire Department.
Jaycee Trail Study – Council received an update of site improvements to the Jaycee Trail & lands north of the CP Railway line, west of Martin Street Public School including a safety audit of the trestle bridge linking Rotary Park to the Livingston Park Trail, an assessment of tree hazards, and removal of the unauthorized BMX track in the woodlot.

Parks & Recreation Ontario Awards – Council congratulated Jennifer Reynolds who received the Trillium Award and Janet Davidson who received the HIGH FIVE Champion Award at the recent Parks & Recreation Ontario Banquet and Gala Awards Ceremony in Niagara Falls.
Pedestrian Charter – Council endorsed signing the Milton Pedestrian Charter, modeled after the International Charter for Walking, and authorized staff to develop a Physical Activity Plan for Milton.

Fluorescent Streetlights – In a pilot project, high efficiency fluorescent streetlights have replaced ten conventional streetlights on the south side of King Street between Hugh Street and Brown Street and the south side of Nipissing Road opposite the Town’s operation Centre.

Oak Street, Bruce Street and Ashbrook, Court – Following delegations expressing concern over proposed design of these streets, staff will complete a traffic analysis & further study of issues.

50-Metre Pool – Following recommendation by staff and decisions by Mississauga & Oakville, Council agreed that Milton not proceed with a shared 50-metre pool.

Tax Levy – Council approved the 2009 final tax levy including due dates of June 30 & Sept 30, or five remaining Pre-Authorized Plans on July 2, August 4, September 1, October 1 and November 2.

Town Lease – Council approved a lease with Metroland (Canadian Champion) and Parish Geomophpic for the vacated space at the Town Hall Annex, 555 Industrial Drive.

Heritage Building – Council endorsed applying for Heritage Designation for the property at 6607 First Line, originally known as Sunny Mount Farm, now owned by Mattamy Homes, and directed staff to consider future uses for buildings on the property. This designation is subject to a 30-day objection period.
Town Hall – Council approved a Conservation Plan to address deficiencies and restore Town Hall and Hugh Foster Hall.
Surplus Land – Council declared the parcel of land at Bronte & Laurier Avenue, originally purchased as a Fire Hall location, as surplus to be offered back to the previous owner

Street Names – Council approved the following street name changes: Conservation Road (formerly Steeles Avenue West between Milburough Line & Guelph Line); Donald Campbell Avenue (formerly Campbell Avenue west of Ontario Street South).
2008 Financial Report – Council received the audited financial report for 2008.

Grant Application – Council endorsed applications to the Recreation Infrastructure Canada Program and the Ontario Recreation program for the foll6owing project in order of priority: 1) Tonelli Sports Centre renovations; 2)Nassagaweya Tennis Courts redevelopment.

Salary Adjustment – Council approved a Market Adjustment of 2.5% for Non-Union salary ranges and permanent full-time employees’ salaries in accordance with benchmark date from comparative municipalities.

Heritage Milton – Council appointed Laurie Wells to the Heritage Milton committee.

Notice of Motion – Council approved supporting the Halton Hills and Region of Halton resolutions supporting Free Trade, outlining concerns with the “Buy American” provisions and requiring that Canadian projects only buy from companies not aligned with restrictive policies. 

Transit – Council approved the 2009-2013 Transit Services report subject to annual Budget consideration. In celebration of Seniors’ Month, Seniors ride free every Wednesday in June. Through the Read & Ride program, Milton Transit offers free bus service for youngsters 14 years of age or younger to the Library and around Town.
Road Closure – Council approved road closures in Downtown Milton on Friday July 17th from 4pm – 1am for the Classic Car Show.

GO Transit – Effective June 29th, GO Transit will offer two new weekday train trips; this will mean modifications to the current train & bus schedules.

Employment Opportunities – Community Services is accepting applications for cashiers, skating & swim programs and children’s programs. All employment opportunities are available on the web site.
Park Design – Design concepts for Brian Best, Coates and Harrison Neighbourhood Parks are available for public review and comment.

Public Meetings –Council held three statutory Public Meetings: 1) by Alemelia Enterprises for a Zoning Amendments to permit a banquet facility, catering service and office uses at 121 Chisholm Drive (formerly Hot Rods); 2) by Charles and Marilyn Withnell to permit a medical clinic, office and wellness centre within a single detached dwelling at 995 Thompson Road; 3) by Valeri Developments for twelve 3-storey multiple dwelling buildings and two 10-storey apartment building condominium complex at Laurier Avenue and Costigan Road. Once all comments have been received, a report will be brought forward for Council’s consideration. If you wish to comment or would like further information, contact the Town’s Planning Department.

Development Charges – Council held a Public Meeting outlining the final development charge policy recommendations and by-law. 

Sign By-laws – Following concerns raised by a number of Delegations, Council deferred this report to the next meeting.

Approved Zoning Amendments – Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved three Zoning By-law Amendments: 1) by Sargent Farms to permit office uses on the first floor of the current building and office use in the adjacent building at 189 Mill Street (formerly The Dickens); 2) by the Town of Milton for a Zoning By-law Amendment to permit commercial uses on the property at 16 Hugh Street (the laneway between Main and Mary Streets). 3) by Milton Hospital land Investment Inc. to permit development of a four-storey (104 units) retirement residence on the southeast corner of Derry Road and Farmstead Drive.  .

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its May 29th meeting and prior Committee meetings, rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)
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