MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau (December meetings)
Council Inauguration – Council held its Inaugural Meeting on December 6th, with elected  representatives taking their Oaths of Office for the term of 2010 – 2014: Mayor Gordon Krantz; Regional & Local Councillors Colin Best and Tony Lambert; Local Councillors Sharon Barkley (Ward 1), Greg Nelson (Ward 2), Cindy Lunau (Ward 3), Rick Malboeuf (Ward 4), Arnold Huffman (Ward 5), Mike Cluett, (Ward 6), Rick Di Lorenzo (Ward 7), Zeeshan Hamid (Ward 8). Ward boundaries and election results are shown on the Town website.

Derry Green Business Park - Council received Final Draft Background Studies for the Derry Green Business Park including stormwater & environmental management, water & wastewater servicing, transportation options, archaeological & heritage assessments, and urban design guidelines. These policies will guide development within the 800 hectare (2,000 acre) Business Park south of Hwy 401, between James Snow Parkway and Sixth Line intended to provide employment for 17,000 – 18,000 people and prestige office buildings. These studies support the Derry Green Corporate Business Plan Secondary Plan & related Official Plan Amendment No. 29 approved by Milton Council in June 2010.
Boyne Survey Secondary Plan –Council received Final Draft background studies for the Boyne Survey in support of the Town of Milton Official Plan Amendment No. 30 adopted by Council in June 2010; studies include sub-watershed updates, neighbourhood servicing plans, transportation options, archaeological and heritage assessments, urban design guidelines, retail market analysis, parkland & recreational needs. The Boyne Survey is located between Louis St. Laurent Avenue & Britannia Road, Tremaine Road & James Snow Parkway, and is expected to be home to 50,000 residents.
Development Charges – Council received the Draft 2010 Development Charges Background Study outlining the best planning estimates through 2021, a 10 year capital forecast (expenditures of $945 million), current capital provision agreements, and proposed Development Charges with comparisons to other municipalities. Development Charges must be updated every five years.

Fiscal Impact Assessment – Council received the Draft Long Term Fiscal Impact Assessment of Growth, directing staff to pursue agreements with Landowners Group to address financial agreements and infrastructure needs resulting from the Derry Green Business Park and Boyne Survey secondary Plan.

Milton Community Fund – Following recommendations of CSAC (Community Services Advisory Committee) Council approved $5,119 to Destination Campbellville Community Association; $37,025 to Milton District Hospital; $3,000 to John Milton Chapter IODE; $1,651 to Milton Community Nursery School; $7,881 to Milton Concert Band; $2,350 to Milton Good Neighbours Community Day; $14,498 to Milton Minor Baseball Association; $15,000 to Milton Minor Hockey Association; $11,150 to Milton Referees Association; $3,655 to Milton Seniors Law & Enforcement Together; $6,893 to Milton Skating Club; $2,246 to Mighty Tritons Aquatic Club; $4,120 to Milton Youth Basketball Association; $1,911 to Nassagaweya Tennis Club; $685 to Navy League of Canada. A travel grant of $1,000 was approved for Mike Bester.  This Community Fund is part of the Annual Budget supported by proceeds from the Town’s portion of Slots Revenue from Mohawk Racetrack.   $45,000 is available to be added to the 2011 Fund. Further information on the Fund is available on the Town website.

Procedural By-law – Council reviewed proposed changes to the Procedural By-laws, agreeing to change the meeting start time to 7:00 pm and replace the Lord’s Prayer with a Moment of Silent Reflection. 

Council Structure – Council received a report on options for Council & Committee structure, thereby retaining the current structure of Council (Mayor & 10 Councillors, Community Services Committee (Mayor & 5 Councillors), Administration & Planning Committee (Mayor & 5 Councillors).

Recording of Meetings – Council agreed to permit Milton Today TV to record Committee & Council Meetings. Both Milton Today TV and Cogeco must agree to some conditions.

Committee Appointments – Council Committee Appointments for the 2010-2014 term of Council. Administration & Planning Standing Committee: Councillors Barkley, Best, Cluett, Hamid & Lunau. Community Services Standing Committee: Councillors Di Lorenzo, Huffman, Lambert, Malboeuf, & Nelson. Community Services Advisory Committee: Councillors Cluett & Huffman. Milton Accessibility Advisory Committee: Councillor Barkley. Milton Public Library Board: Councillors Di Lorenzo & Huffman. Milton Youth Advisory Committee: Councillor Lunau. Guelph Well Interference Committee:  Councillor Lunau. Milton Community Resource Centre: Councillor Cluett. Nassagaweya Community Consultation Committee: Councillor Lunau. Halton Healthcare Services Board: Councillor Lunau. Joint Municipal/Regional Waste Management Advisory Committee: Councillor Huffman. Halton Cultural Awareness Committee: Councillor Huffman. Conservation Halton: Mayor Krantz and Councillors Lunau & Malboeuf. Milton Hydro Board of Directors: Councillors Barkley & Di Lorenzo. Interview Committee: Councillors Barkley, Best, Di Lorenzo & Hamid. Milton Economic Development Advisory Committee: Councillors Di Lorenzo & Hamid. Downtown Business Improvement Area: Councillors Best & Nelson. Milton Chamber of Commerce: Councillor Malboeuf. Milton Community Consultation Committee: Councillor Lambert. Halton Regional Transportation Advisory Committee: Councillor Barkley. Milton Transit Advisory Committee: Councillors Hamid & Malboeuf.  Milton Senior’s Advisory Committee: Councillors Best & Nelson. Heritage Milton: Councillors Lunau & Nelson. Naming Conventions Committee: Councillors Best & Huffman. Council approved advertising for a citizen appointment to the Grand River Conservation Authority and combining the former Trails Advisory Committee with the Community Services Advisory Committee.

Annual Reports – Council received 2010 Annual Reports from Community Services Advisory Committee, Milton Seniors’ Activity Centre Advisory Board, Transit Advisory Committee, Emergency Management Program Committee, Milton Accessibility Advisory Committee, MEDAC (Milton Economic Development Advisory Committee), Downtown Business Improvement Area. Board Chair Stuart Charles presented the Public Library Annual Report. Ally Hernandez, Jeff Shepherd & Killian Hobbs presented the MYAC (Milton Youth Advisory Committee) Annual Report.
Quarterly Reports – Council received third quarter reports from Community Services, Engineering Services, Fire Department, and Planning & Development.
Transit - Council received a summary of the Milton Transit Passenger Survey.

Milton Centre for the Arts - Council approved an Investment in the Arts Reserve Fund to minimize operating impacts on the tax base while keeping user fees affordable for community groups. The Reserve Fund will include revenue from naming rights, donations, sale of surplus lands at Main & Thompson and interest earned on monthly balances. Council approved $154,112 for the purchase of a Theatre Ticketing System. Information on purchasing a Piano Key ($88), a Theatre Seat ($250) or a general donation is available on the Town website.
User Groups – Potential user groups of the Centre are invited to an information session to discuss construction schedule, rates & fees, and the booking process on Monday, January 10, 7pm, Hugh Foster Hall.
Arts Advisory Group – The Town is seeking 12 individuals to serve on an advisory group for the Centre for the Arts to collaborate with Centre staff on issues relating to Centre operations including reflecting needs, operation policies, building audience, feedback on service delivery. Applications due January 15th. Contact Rob Mackay at ext. 2540 for more information.
All Way Stops – Following studies establishing the required warrants, Council approved all-way stops at McCuaig Drive & Tupper Dive, Clark Boulevard & Philbrook Drive, and Clark Boulevard & Ferguson Drive.
Conferences – Council approved attendance at 2011 Conferences. Ontario Good Roads Association: Cindy Lunau. Federation of Canadian Municipalities: Gord Krantz & Sharon Barkley. Association of Municipalities of Ontario: Gord Krantz, Sharon Barkley, Mike Cluett, Rick Di Lorenzo, Zeeshan Hamid, Arnold Huffman, Cindy Lunau.

Road Construction – Improvements to 20 Sideroad between First Line Nassagaweya & Nassagaweya/Puslinch Townline are now underway for completion in July 2011; a 2-week closure of this road will be announced sometime in the spring. Fourth Line from Britannia Road to Louis St. Laurent Avenue continues to be closed through January. The Preferred Designs for Derry Road, Milburough Line to McNiven Road, Guelph Line from Derry Road to Conservation Road, and Steeles Avenue from Martin Street to Industrial Drive are now available for review with construction to begin after January 17th if no concerns are received. Council declared a portion of the unopened road allowance on Sixth Line as surplus to facilitate Lower Base Line construction, completion now delayed until October 2011. Milestone report #3 outlines delays in opening Louis St. Laurent east and west of Regional Road 25 pending the improvement of the intersection and signalization at the intersection at Regional Road 25 in the summer of 2011; Bridge construction at the CNR track is scheduled for 2011. Traffic signals will be installed this winter at Derry Road & Farmstead Drive and Steeles Avenue & Wilson Drive. Survey crews are working on detailed design for the reconstruction & realignment of Tremaine Road from Main Street to Campbellville Road including a new interchange at Hwy 401, a railway underpass, and the extension of James Snow parkway from Regional Rd 25 to Dublin Line for construction in 2013-2016.
Public Information Centres - January 12, 6 – 8 p.m., Hugh Foster Hall for Storm Sewer and Street Reconstruction of Oak Street, Bruce Street, Court Street and Ashbrook Court. January 26 at Our Lady of Victory School on Commercial Street for the Environmental Assessments for Tremaine Road from Derry Road to Britannia Road.
Slots Dollars – Milton received $1,431,466 as the second-quarter share of revenue from the slots at Mohawk Racetrack, bringing the total to $65.3 million since its opening in August 1999. These funds support the Milton Community Fund, Nassagaweya Community Policing, and Capital Projects the year following receipt. 
Talk of the Town – The December copy of this Town newsletter was recently sent to all residents.
2011 Budget – Budget meetings will be held in January; preliminary information to be released shortly. 
WLU Lecture Series – The second season of the Laurier Milton Lectures continues on January 12 at the Beaty Branch Library with “A Monster in Our Midst: Telling Stories to Make Sense of Public Health disasters,” February 5 with “Making a Difference Through Food: You and Your Sustainable Community,” and March 9 with “The Role that Food Plays In People’s Religious Lives: Pictures & Stories from Across the World.” More information on the series and registration is available on the Town Website.  Lectures are from 6:30 – 8:00pm. Admission is free, but registration is encouraged.

Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its December Council meetings, rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)
