MILTON COUNCIL NOTES by Councillor Cindy Lunau January 25th mtg
Committee Elections – Councillor Jan Mowbray was elected Chair of the Community Services Standing Committee, and Councillor Wendy Schau elected Vice-Chair. Brian Penman and Colin Best were acclaimed as Chair and Vice-Chair of the Administration & Planning Standing Committee.
Certificates of Recognition – Sandra D’Angelo and Shauna Leigh Richter were recognized for their participation on the Trails Advisory Committee.
Arts & Entertainment Centre and Central Library – Council awarded the contract to the Design Build Team of PCL Constructors Canada Inc for $24,038,000. The Library & Visual Arts Centre will be completed by March 2011; completion of the 500-seat interior of the Entertainment Hall will follow. The report and design are available on the website.
Milton Sports Centre – Council awarded the contract to the Design Build Team of Ball Construction for $27,926,500. The potential for a geothermal heat recovery system will be reviewed for up to $970,000. The expansion will include two ice pads, a double gymnasium, elevated walking track and multi-purpose room to be completed by March 2011; the aquatic centre to be completed in August 2011. The design and report are available on the website.
Transit Services – Council awarded the contract for Transit Services to Diversified Transportation Ltd for six years at a annual cost of $1,663,180 based on the current schedules. Council renewed the contract to New Flyer Industries for the supply and delivery of two buses for $812,491.
Family Day Activities – A number of family-based activities are planned for Monday, February 15th, including swims, skates, and drop-in sports at the Leisure Centre, Sports Centre, and John Tonelli Sports Centre. Free skating will be offered at the John Tonelli Centre from 10 – 11:50am and 1 – 2:50pm sponsored by RBC and MPP Ted Chudleigh. Full schedules are available on the Town website.
Interim Tax Levy By-law – Council approved dates of February 26th and April 30th for interim payments offering three payment programs: 1) withdrawals spread out over 12 months, November to October; 2) four instalments in February, April, June & September; 3) automatic withdrawals on the first business day of each month.

Trail Study – Council approved improvements to the Jaycee Trail, Livingston Park and trails adjacent to the CP Railway Line west of Martin Street Public School including removal of hazardous trees and planting of trees & shrubs.
Main Street Grade Separation – Council received a report on the proposed design of the Main Street Grade Separation east of Ontario Street including a visual representation of the four-lane roadway, bicycle lane, and sidewalks under the railway tracks. The multi-year project is scheduled to begin in 2010 for completion in 2012/2013. Council approved a tender for $2,683,770 for an environmental cleanup of adjacent lands, a primary step in preparing the site for 2011 construction. These reports are available on the Town website.

Disaster Relief – Council approved a Municipal Emergency Grant of $250 to the /Township of McNab/Braeside for flood relief and $100 to the Red Cross for Haiti Disaster Relief. 
Municipal Conferences – Council approved attendance at 2010 conferences. Ontario Good Roads Association: Councillor Jan Mowbray; Federation of Canadian Municipalities: Councillors Mike Boughton, Jan Mowbray, Brian Penman, Paul Scherer (Mayor Krantz and Councillors Barry Lee and Colin Best will represent Halton Region at FCM); Association of Municipalities of Ontario: Mayor Gord Krantz and Councillors Mike Boughton, Cindy Lunau, Jan Mowbray, Brian Penman, Paul Scherer.

Hybrid Vehicles – Council approved the purchase of a hybrid vehicle for the Fire Chief.

HST – Council received a report on potential effects of the Harmonized Sales Tax on Town budgets.
United Way Campaign – Councillor Schau congratulated the Town on raising $19,188 exceeding their goal of $17,824.
All-way Stop – Council approved an all-way stop at the intersection of Mary and Bell Streets.

Approved Zoning Amendments – Following consultation and technical reports, Council approved an application by Charles and Marilyn Withnell to permit a medical clinic, office and wellness centre within a single detached dwelling at 995 Thompson Road.

Annual Reports – Council received 2009 Annual Reports from the Milton Downtown Business Improvement Area, the Milton Public Library, and the Milton Economic Development Advisory Committee.
Fire Trucks – Council accepted the tender for two Pumper Rescue Trucks and one Pumper Tanker Truck at a total price of $1,316,136.

Wilfred Laurier Lecture Series – This series continues with the fourth lecture on February 10th in Milton Room of Town Hall featuring Shohini Ghose, WLU Faculty of Science on “From Einstein’s Paradox to Quantum Computers.” The fifth lecture will be held March 10th at the Beaty Branch Library featuring Maria Liegghio, Faculty of Social Work, speaking on “Important Issues in Children’s Mental Health.” More information on the series and speakers is available in the Town Website.
2010 Elections – The Provincial Government approved moving the Election Date to October 25, 2010. The Town is accepting nominations for Council and Mayor until September 10th. Further information, including currently registered candidates, is available on the Town website.

Auction Site – Items no longer needed are regularly offered on the Town website. The current auction of 22 Telus BlackBerry devices ends on February 12th. Click on Auction under Online Services. 

Notices of Motion – Council supported two Notices of Motion: 1) By Councillor Nelson to support a Private Member’s Bill to remover the 5% GST charge on poppies; 2) By Councillor Best to petition Correction Services Canada to keep six prison farms open. 
Web Site:  Council agendas and minutes are posted on the Town’s web site.  This site also includes other useful and interesting information about Town events, services, press releases and reports.  www.milton.ca. 

Representatives: Phone numbers and email address for the Mayor and Councillors are available on the Town’s Web Site or by phone. Town Hall: 905-878-7211 or 1-800-418-5494. Region of Halton: 905-825-6000 or 1-866-442-5866.

(These notes are intended to provide a snapshot of Milton Council decisions at its January 25th meeting and prior committee meetings, rather than opinions. Further information can be obtained – and comments shared - through elected representatives, town staff and the Town website.)
